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Mutual aid
R, for prison

The Walla Walla auction
block could soon be put in
mothballs. Men Against
Sexism, a multi-racial group
of about 20 gay and anti-
sexist prisoners at Walla
Walla State Penitentiary in
eastern Washington, reports
considerable progress in
destroying the barter system
for exploitation of gay, trans-
sexual and physically weak
prisoners.

MAS got itself together
following last year’s 47-day
strike at Walla Walla—one of
the longest prison strikes in

U.S. history—when it
dawned on some prisoners
that sexual coercion and
violence could be just as un-
dermining of prisoners’ unity
as racial antagonism.

The specific target was the
common practice of buying
and selling vulnerable
prisoners. Stronger, predatory
prisoners often seized these
men and pimped them off to
service other prisoners.

Using group pressure,
MAS will now often step in
and break up such sales
before they are completed.

BooksReceived

Great Diggs of ’77: The Year
in Cartoons, by R. Diggs. Rip
Off Press, POB 14158, San
Francisco, CA 94114, $1.30
post paid. A comix view of
1977 from the ‘‘undertaker of
Western Civilization.”’

Sex and the State or Let’s Kill
Ozzie and Harriet, The
Whole Thing, POB 11308,
San Francisco,.CA 94101,
25¢. A lesbian anarcha-
feminist view of the econo-
mics and psychology of
sexuality and sex roles.

Feminism and Anarchism, by
Lynne Farrow, 40¢, and
Anarcho-Feminism: Two
Statements, 20¢, Black Bear
Pamphlets, 76 Peckham
Road, London SES,
England. Descriptions of
anarcho-feminism: its history
and aims.

Minimanual of the Urban
Guerrilla, by Carlos
Marighella. Patrick Arguello
Press, 55 Sutter #103, San
Francisco, CA 94104, 25¢.
Reprint of this basic hand-
book of urban guerrilla war-
fare.

Redshift, by Robert Nichols.
POB 197, Stuyvesant Station,
New York, NY 10009, $2.
Tongue-in-cheek poetry and
short prose. Nicely illustrated
by Peter Schumann.

Towards a Non-Violent
Revolution, by Howard
Clark. Peace News, 8 Elm
Ave., Nottingham, England.
20p. A personal manifesto of
the whys and hows of non-

violent revolutionary action.

Land and Liberty, Ricardo
Flores Magnon. Cienfuegos
Press, Box A, Over the
Water, Sanday, Orkney
KW17 2BL, United King-
dom. A collection of writings
by the Mexican anarchist who
was a major influence on
Emiliano Zapata’s guerrilla
army. L 2.35 post paid.

Prison Struggle. Republican
Press Centre, 1709 Falls
Road, Belfast, 60p. An ex-
pose of the British internment
system in Northern Ireland
and the prisoners’ continuing
resistance.

As well, it:
*Secures safe cells for vul-
nerable prisoners;
*Encourages gay and pas-
sive prisoners to leave protec-
tive custody by offering them
support and protection;
*Meets the bus that brings
in new prisoners, and pro-
vides escort service and
general orientation; and
*Holds weekly meetings to
raise consciousness on topics
like rape and male-female
stereotyping.

As well, MAS has raised
money inside and outside the
walls to ‘‘buy’’ cells that can
then be used to house three or

four prisoners for their
mutual aid and self-
protection. At Walla Walla,
prisoners can ‘‘own’’ cells as
a result of buying them from
other prisoners, or by gaining
property rights through inti-
midation.

Cells at Walla Walla sell
for from $200 to $400 each.
The administration usually
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doesn’t interfere with the
trading.

However, it hasn’t been all
that smooth sailing for MAS.
First, there has been opposi-
tion from some of the preda-
tory prisoners who see their
good thing threatened, and
some MAS members have
been reportedly roughed up
with the approval of the

guards. : i
The administration is also

trying to make things dif-
ficult. It tried to block MAS

CIENFUEGOS PRESS REVIEW

Anarchism from A-to-Z

By J. Gutenberg

It’s called the Cienfuegos
Press Review of Anarchist
Literature and its contents
are as varied as the history of
anarchism in Bulgaria, B.
Traven’s novels and Stuart
Christie’s escapades in Spain
and Britain. There seem to be
a fairly large number of
re viewers, activists, literati,
anarchists from the armchair
and the street, all of them
good writers, many of them

great humorists, writing
CPR’s articles.
The Cienfuegos Press

Review has none of the stuffi-
ness of the Times Literary
Supplement nor any of its
pretences. The Press Review
fulfills a real need for infor-
mation about anarchist and
more generally libertarjan

writings in the broadest sen-
se. Many of the historical
writings reviewed in the CPR
focus on lesser known liber-
tarian struggles—Mexico,
England, China. There is also
a good bit on Spain and Italy,
but much of it involves works
outside the “‘sacred texts’’ of
anarchism.

The style of the reviews is
as varied as their authors. In
the first issue (1976) Paul
Avrich wrote a critical review
of Voline’s and Arshinov’s
works of the Russian Revo-
lution: The Unknown Revo-
lution, History of the Makh-
novist Movement. The same
issue has reviews of long out
of print pamphlets by Ba-
kunin and Kropotkin, a
review of the American an-

thology Man, a discussion of
a projected publication The

tively run, anti-profit

Vancouver, B.C.

Spartacus

Vancouver’s Socialist Education Society—a collec-
source of books,
posters and journals from the whole spectrum of
political and social alternatives.

records,

311 W. Hastings,

cultural fears about

HARVEST QUARTERLY

A quarterly journal. Latest issue includes articles on
homosexuality and a
century appeal to unite the emancipation of women
with the workers’ movement. $1.75 per issue, 907
Santa Barbara St., Santa Barbara, Ca. 93101.

19th

-

Drawxis

Radical perspectives on the arts. The concerns range
from Picasso and Guernica to the San Francisco
Mime Troupe, from the Theology of the Reader’s
Digest to the Prison Writings of Gramsci. $3.50 from
PO Box 207, Goleta, Ca. 93017.

JUMPCUT

journal developing a radical film criticism in a lively
style. Issue 16 includes a special section on Gay men
and film. Six issues for $4 in the US, $5 everywhere
else. PO Box 865, Berkeley, Ca. 94701.

Guillotine at Work, and a
short review of Flavio Cos-
tantini’s The Art of Anarchy.
Costantini also frequently
does art work for the Review.

The second and third issues
of the Review showed a
marked improvement from
the first. The format was
larger and more creatively
laid out, the articles were
longer and more informative,
the humor characteristic of
the folks who moved the
press to the Orkneys to
escape bill collectors, more
powerfully expressed. A look
at the tables of contents is a
delight for the anarchist
palate. Anarchism is seen as a
way of life, with continuity
(Berkman’s Prison Memoirs
and This Soldier Still at War
are reviewed side by side)
imagination (Witcheraft,
Geomancy: The Lost Know-
ledge of the Past) and some-
times, incredible gall. There
is no pretense of ‘“‘objective”’
journalism in the Review. In

-one scathing discussion of an

unfriendly work on the
guerrilla Angry Brigade,
Albert Meltzer refers to the
authér as fraudulant, mind-
less and implies quite clearly
that the man is a lousy writer
and an inept fool. Many of
the graphics reiterate this
tone toward the ‘‘system’’.

The Back cover of issue 2 is a
takeoff of Dewars Profiles
with the favorite mix a
Dewar’s Molotov—30%
petrol, 10% paraffin and
10% Dewar’s for a clean
burn. ‘““‘Anarchist Alterna-
tives to NATO’’, a review of
The Poor Man’s James Bond
and other bomb buff
manuals retains such a tone,
with the claim that ‘“‘Your
lack of resistance would
contribute only to the loss of
your knowledge to the next

from holding meetings in the
prison club room a from
bringing in outside resou
people, but a letter-writ
campaign on the outside, and
a demonstration at the State
capitol in Olympia by sup-
porters, forced the issue to a
successful conclusion.

MAS is now attempting to
consolidate its outside sup-
port network. One of the
chief projects is to establish a
half-way program so friends
and family of gay prisoners
can get together with them
when they are first released
on parole.

Overall, the Walla Walla
population has a high politi-
cal consciousness, as demon-
strated by the 47-day strike.
and a related three-month sit-
down in the hole. The two ac-
tions forced some reforms on
the new “‘liberal’’ adminis-
tration, but nothing yet of
any real substance.

MAS is trying to raise more
money to continue the pur-
chase of safe cells. For more
info, contact MAS chair-
person Rick English, Box
520, Walla Walla, Wash.
99362.

(To stay current on events
at Walla Walls and on the
prison scene in general, check
with Through The Looking
Glass, a women’s and child-
ren’s prison bi-monthly news-
letter, S50¢ per copy, available
from P.O. Box 22228, Seat-
tle, Wash. 98122.)

generation.’” At the same
time, it critically analyses
what’s available on the topic
and where to get it.

It is senseless to outline all
the articles in the Review
here. Suffice it to say they are
excellent, informative and
eminently worth getting. The
Review is now coming out as
a quarterly, more or less, and
can be gotten from Cien-
fuegos Press, Over the
Water, Sanday, Orkney. If
you have any spare cash, they
need it badly.

The Review came about
because much of the infor-
mation available to the Press
could not easily fit either into
the pages or the intent of
Black Flag, the other Cien-
fuegos periodical. The need
to seriously discuss and
analyse anarchist literature,
to create a forum for anar-
chist art and finally, and
perhaps most importantly, to
break out of the narrow circle
of anarchist pamphlets and
publishing ventures to reach
others outside those circles
are the reasons CPR exists.
Its support comes from anar-
chists all over Europe and
North America. The Review
has no “‘line’’ on anarchism,
though the specific politics of
the Cienfuegos people are
quite explicit in their articles
and in the editorial commen-
ts. But you don’t necessarily
have to agree to find CPR
useful. The Cienfuegos
people take themselves
seriously and they include
themselves when they ad-
monish the reader with the
quote, ‘‘There is one thing
more wicked in the world
than the desire to command,
and that is the will to obey.”’
WK Clifford.




