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Robin Banks Dear Friends, Dear Open Road,
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Dear Open Road,

I have enjoyed your news-
paper, though I'd like to see
less emphasis on armed
struggle groups and more on
the struggle against patri-
archy. Each issue improves in
these two respects. I still have
the feeling that you equate
violence with revolution and
do not respect the issues of

cultural struggle enough.
Perhaps an invitation to
people to write on
revolutionary process would
be good. I feel the anti-
authoritarian movement
needs to examine where its
energies should be going. In
Seattle the GJB, although it
stated itself that aboveground

struggle should be our
priority, gets an unmerited
amount of attention every-
where. What do armed ac-
tions carried out by a clandes-
tine grouplet accomplish? Do
they help build mass move-
ments? Do they spark people
to act? Do they seriously
threaten the rulers? These
seem to me to be central
questions that advocates of
armed actions must answer.

I was in Italy last winter
and was in Rome the night of
the mass rioting. However,
the movement was incredibly

heterosexist. The article you
published did not mention
this nor the creative work
that the feminist movement
has been doing of late.

Your paper has responded
well to criticism, which is per-
haps the most important part
of the whole project to me.
Keep up the good work.

For freedom,

georgatha
Seattle, Wash.

COVER STORY

Dear Friends,

Keep up the good work.
The last cover was really nice.
Murray’s reply to Sam Dol-
goff was interesting. There
was good variety in the other
articles. I don’t think the pies
were worth putting on the
cover of #4, unless it could
have been done in a more
striking way. It didn’t work
the way the comic strip did or
the Chaplin picture. The
back cover of #5 is really out-
standing too, especially as it
complements the front—
from the movies to the
streets: it’s really beautifully
done. I think a lot more can
be done with the inside
poster. The last one looks
kind of washed out. What
about something similar to

Populaire posters?

Overall Open Road con-
tinues to be outstanding and
exciting.

John Clark
New Orleans

FOR AUTONOMY

Dear Open Roaders,

I hope you’re not moving
in the direction of being a bit
overawed by the possibilities
of *‘stars™. (Murray
Bookchin replying to Sam
Dolgoff. . . and maybe then
‘Dolgoff replying to Book-
chin). It all becomes so point-
less and academic.

Let’s keep up the stuff on
Italy where the situationist-
type events—‘‘no need for
objectives’’—of the ‘“‘unpoli-
tical’’ autonomous groups
seems sO exciting.

In England, the only com-
parable thing has been
PUNK, which has so far
manifested itself only
culturally, and not on streets.
At least it’s new and exciting,
and listening to the Clash or
the Sex Pistols makes you
want to get up and have a riot
NOW! Whereas most anar-
chists are still tied to aliena-
ting meetings and irrelevant

discussions about things
rather than life and relation-
ships.

Warmest greetings to all
you hard-working people in

~Vancouver!

Your publication is really
wonderful, especially your
articles on the SLA prisoners
of war and up-dates of the
latest CNT happenings in
Spain. Keep it coming!

Before I began to read your
magazine I half-heartedly
considered myself a Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist, though I
always instinctively disasso-
ciated myself from the con-
servative/authoritarian “‘par-
tii-nost’’ of the sectarian left.
However, since checking out
your reading lists published

.in Open Road I have dis-
covered Revolutionary Anar-
-cho-Communism and ally
myself with the best currents
of this fast-growing
movement. People such as
Buenaventura Durruti, Em-
ma Goldman and Makhno
are a great inspiration. We
need a revolution. We need
to get this monopoly-capital
death machine off our backs.
We need anarchy and each
other to get it done! Keep
struggling, keep strong!

In the spirit of Revolu-
tionary Anarchism—Seize
The Time!

Love and Rage!

Peele
San Francisco, CA.

struggles. . . I feel that you
lean too heavily towards
violent members of the revo-
lutionary struggle and that
your magazine glorifies their
often counter-productive
violence.

Our society is an expression
of our culture. We see every-
thing in terms of dominance,
exploitation, competition,
and hierarchy. The problem
becomes, how do people
discover a new way based on
co-operation and caring
relationships. I don’t think
by blowing up banks.

The war of taxes was con-
structive because their efforts
will educate people that the
government continues be-
cause of their acquiescence
and that they can do some-
thing. Similarly, I'd rather
see the GJB setting up co-
operative credit unions rather
than participating in activities
that can only further
capitalist propaganda on
what anarchism stands for.

We like to believe that we
can erect a new and glorious
society easily on the ruins of
the one which should be torn.
down—but I fear it may not
be so simple—how it’s torn
down may be critical.

Yours in struggle,

Kevin Murphy,
New Brunswick

with pacifist/libertarianism.
“They’ve got the guns, we've
got the numbers,”” is a better
motto. And if we haven’t got
the numbers just now, then.
that means organizing,
educating and agitating. Sub-
stituting arms for people is
counter-productive, as we’ve
learnt from N. Ireland.
Fortunately in Britain we
have a well-organized and oc-
casionally militant trade
union movement, which
provides a context for
radicals to work in. The
autonomous shop stewards’
movement that grew up in the
First World War still exists at
grass-roots level, despite the

growth of uni(_)n
bureaucracies and centralist
parties.

The economic recession
has forced some workers to
adopt some quite original tac-
tics. For example, shop
stewards at Lucas Aero-
space—a large military air-
craft manufacturer employ-
ing some 13,000 workers in
17 factories—are campaign-
ing for “‘the right to work on
socially useful alternative
technologies’’ as an alter-
native to the dole. They have
produced a detailed ‘‘cor-
porate plan’’ outlining 150
new products in the alterna-

continued on p. 19




