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NEW YEAR, NewalAuENGES

As Year Two of the above-
ground anarchist revival in
Spain gets underway, a two-
pronged offensive is being
launched by the main politi-
cal parties and their affiliated
trade unions to counter the

- burgeoning strength of the
revolutionary workers’ move-
‘ment.

The anarcho-syndicalist
National Confederation of
Labour (CNT), which only
emerged from the under-
ground in March, 1977, after
40 years of the Francoist
nightmare, now numbers
300,000 dues-paying mem-
bers, as of this Spring.

The CNT, with its long his-
tory of militant direct action
and unstinting resistance to
all forms of authority, has
proven itself in the past year
to be the only credible revo-
lutionary alternative to the
“liberal’’ regime of Franco’s
hand-picked successors.

As a result, the regime,
with the complicity of the
Communist and Socialist

" Parties and their hierarchical
union apparatuses (the
Workers’ Commissions and
the UGT respectively), have
now embarked on a cam-
paign aimed at discrediting
the CNT and isolating it from
the mass of workers. The key
elements of the campaign:

—A nationwide series of
phoney union elections, im-
posed by royal decree and
designed to force workers in-
to Communist, Socialist or

_conservative unions where
the demands for higher wages.

m;)mved working con-
ons can be dampened in
the name of fighting in-

uon against the CNT and
other anarchist elements, de-
picting them as the perpe-
trators of every anti-social act
that comes to public atten-
tion.

The offensive poses a
serious challenge to the con-
tinued vitality of the CNT,
especially since the CNT as a
matter of principle has no
organized political (meaning
parliamentary) pressure
group and no ‘‘international”’

(like those of the Communists
and the Socialist-Social
Democrats) to defend its sec-
tarian interests.

With a virtual blackout on
news at home and in the
foreign press, the CNT must
depend primarily on word-of-
mouth to get its message to
the Spanish workers and to
anti-authoritarian audiences
overseas. That’s why it has
now despatched its first of-
ficial representative since
coming above-ground to
North America as the guest
of the Industrial Workers of
the World (the Wobblies).

Miguel Mesa, who is
speaking to anarchist, syn-
dicalist and anti-authoritarian
groups in major North
American centres, represents
the new generation of CNT
anarchist militant. He

wasn’t even born yet (he’s
now 28) when the CNT suc-
cumbed to the guns of Fran-
co and Stalin, but he became
part of the resurgence when
he helped organize an under-
ground local of the CNT in
the southern city of Malaga
in 1976, and then went on to
do the same thing later in
Madrid.

In an interview with Open
Road, Mesa said the CNT is
in the process of developing a
strategy in response to the
campaign being waged again-
st it.

He said no matter who
wins the elections for shop
representatives the CNT will
continue to organize on the
basis of open workers’ assem-
blies as the primary arena for
making decisions.

-The CNT position is that
any number of unions should

- be free to operate in a given

work place, but it is up to the
assemblies to decide what ac-
tions should be taken.

With the CNT as the only
major labor federation boy-
cotting the union elections
(as it did the parliamentary
zlections of June, 1977), the
results have proven a disap-
pointment to both the Com-
munists and the Socialists,
each of whom had hoped to
achieve hegemony over the
workers’ movement. There
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was a distinct lack of enthu-
siasm by workers even to
vote, and it appears that
neither the workers’ com-
missions nor the UGT will

command a decisive share of
the ballots.

““The government hopes to
put in authoritarian unions,
so the leaders and the bureau-
cracies can make deals behind
the backs of the workers,”’
said Mesa.

““We say everything must
come from the assemblies.
There must be direct action,
directly from the base.”’

Mesa said the CNT is
working to strengthen the
assemblies in each work
place, thereby creating a dual
power situation much like

that which prevailed in Fran-
co’s later days, when the
fascist unions were rendered
virtually powerless by
‘“illegal’’ rank-and-file
workers’ commissions
(before they were taken over
by the Communists).

The CNT has already had
considerable success with this
strategy in enabling workers
to achieve greater militancy
and solidarity. It has been an
especially significant factor in
work places where several
unions are vying for in-
fluence, and where the
numerically-larger (on paper)
workers’ commissions have
been claiming to represent the
workers in negotiations.

The campaign of

~ When we started the Open
Road one of our goals was to
combine activism with jour-
nplism. For a long time, it
work that way.
K the paper going took
much of the time and
2) of collective members

ntly, however, as the
ve expanded and
ized, members of the
lective have been able to
'@ more active role in the
S commumty that has
growmg in Vancouver.
‘increased our partici-
in local anarchist acti-
s which include pri-
] ’-sohdanty work, anar-

nist action, the local
| music scene and more.

eelings with a representa-
f the CNT, some of us
orking on an anarchist

Mayday festival and plans are
in the works for several other
anarchist events.

The structure of the collec-
tive has also changed. At fir-
st, there was a tendency for
either everything to be done
by a few people, or for a
strong division of labour to
develop ‘organically’ because
of people’s varying levels of
skills. The last few months
have seen us make a concer-
ted effort to change this. Al-
most everyone in the collec-
tive is involved in writing
now, with those who find it
easier helping the others.
We’ve developed committees
to work on the various tasks:
editorial, production, distri-
bution, financial, and office-
work; with rotation of res-
ponsibilities each issue.

Nevertheless, we have yet
to solve the problem of
financing. Many of you
received a letter detailing our
financial problems. It costs

over $3,000 to produce each
issue. Our income, from
donations and bookstore
sales, was around $2,000 for
the last issue. So we started
off this issue $1,000 in the
hole. Hence our financial ap-
peal. Thus far, the response
has been encouraging. With
money still coming in, we’ve
been able to pay the most
pressing of our bills and get
this issue out on time. We’d
like to thank all of you who
sent a donation.

But producing the paper
isn’t a one-shot affair. It’s an
on-going process, and in or-
der for this to happen, we
need continuing financial
support. Open Road survives
on readers’ donations. But

we can’t limp from issue to
issue putting out last minute
appeals for help. We need
regular contributions. And
we’re looking for commit-
ments from readers that will
translate into hard cash. So
please turn to page 7 for
details on what to do.
Besides the donations,
there are other ways you can
help. You can distribute the
Open Road to bookstores,
groups and individuals in
your community. Be creative.
Think of it as a tool to help
you organize where you live
and work. You’ll also be
helping us keep the black flag
flying, the Social Revolution
going, and the Open Road
fighting on the front lines.

We will send Open Road to anyone
who requests it.

We have no subscription rates
and depend on readers’ donations.
Address all requests,
correspondance, and contributions to:
The Open Road
Box 6135, Station G
Vancouver, B.C. V6R 4G5 Canada

defamation poses more of a
public relations problem than
one of organization, said
Mesa.

He said there have been
many cases in which the mass
media blamed ‘‘anarchists”’
and specifically the CNT for
incidents of street fighting
and urban trashing on the
fringes of mass demonstra-
tions.

Slander Campaign

‘““They put out big head-
lines on the front page saying
we are responsible,”’ he said.
‘““But when we prove it was
fascist provocateurs in this
particular case, they give us a
little story hidden inside the
paper, or no story at all.”’

The most serious incident
of this kind, however, was
the January 15 fire-bombing
of the Scala, a Barcelona

nightclub in which four
workers died.
Police immediately

arrested 14 young people
(ages 15 to 19), claiming they
were members of a “‘com-
mando unit’> who only a few
hours before had attended a
CNT rally demanding am-
nesty for all prisoners.
Despite the fact that the
Maoist guerrilla group ERAP
claimed the hit, the police in-
sisted the perpetrators were
card-carrying CNT members,
as well as militants of the FAI
(Iberian Anarchist Federa-
tion) and Libertarian Youth.

The police report described
the FAI as the armed branch
of the CNT, and LY as its
youth wing.

The CNT has denounced
the bombing and has dis-
claimed any connection with
either organization, other
than their historical associ-
ation as elements of the
Spanish anti-authoritarian
movement prior to 1939.
(Whether the FAI has even
been reconstituted as a

functioning organization is as
yet unclear.)

In a prepared statement,
the CNT described itself as a
‘“syndicalist organization at
the service of the working
class,”” and it strongly denied

it has an armed branch. It

pointed out that all its active
members are workers (those
arrested were students or un-
employed), and that it would
have been totally senseless for
it to attack and destroy a
workplace where 75 per cent
of the workers are CNT
members. (Thanks to Iberian
News Service of Barcelona
for information on Scala.)

Despite having to deal with
the double-edged campaign,
the CNT is proceeding with
its basic workplace organi-
zing and, at the same time,
developing an organizational
structure and political pro-
gram that is suited to its con-
temporary role.

Membership Doubling

CNT membership is doub-
ling every three months—the
fastest growth rate of any
free union in the world—with
unions covering such indus-
tries as construction, metal-
lurgy, banks, education,
tourism, graphic arts and
communications. On the
strike front, CNT gas station
attendents recently shut
down automobile traffic in
Barcelona for a week, and
before that there were mili-
tant—and largely successful
—strikes by hotel, construc-
tion and electronics workers.

Organizationally, the CNT
continues to develop in its
traditional manner, as a
decentralized federation of
local, autonomous unions.
All'union work is done by the
members in their spare time,
rather than by a salaried
bureaucracy, and local
representatives are sent to the
regional and national feder-
ations with authority only to
communicate the local mem-
bers’ views.

A national committee
operates as a sort of liaison
body for the local and
regional federations, but it
only holds office for one year
and has very limited power.
The reborn CNT’s first
national committee,
established while the
organization was still un-
derground, was to have been
succeeded late last year by a
new group, but the process
has been delayed in order to
ensure that the composition
of the new group is squarely
in line with the deepening
militant sentiment of the
membership.

The primary task of the
new committee is to organize
the CNT’s first open Con-
gress since 1936. The con-
gress, which will be held this
Summer or Fall, is expected
to reaffirm the CNT’s un-
swerving committment to the
overthrow of capitalism and
all forms of authority and to
the establishment of liber-
tarian communism.

In bringing the CNT’s
message to North America,
Miguel Mesa will be visiting a
number of major centres this
Spring, tentatively including
Albuquerque (April 6-7),
Houston (April 10-11), New
Orleans (April 13-14), Kansas
City (April 17-18), Chicago
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