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Archambault frisk-time.

The administration at the
maximum-security Archam-
bault Penitentiary in Mon-
treal has ducked behind a
screen of anonymity
following the assassination of

the warden by a shadowy
group calling the
Prisoners Revolutionary Ar-
my.

In the first-ever such killing
in North America, warden
Michel Roy was shot to death
February 7 as he was shovel-
ling snow in front of his
home. Three men reportedly
got out of a car and shot him
seven times in the head.

T'he next day, a man
phoned a Toronto newspaper
and said the hit was carried

itself

out by the Prisoners Revolu-
tionary Army. He said there
would ‘‘be no prison director
or correctional officer safe”
and that more killings would
follow unless reforms recom-
mended by a parliamentar
committee were put into ef
fect.

The assassination followed
a months-long battle between
Archambault’s 400 prisoners
and Roy over conditions in
the relatively-new federal in-
stitution. Roy had started
turning the screws after
several mass escape attempts,
stepping up surveillance and
condoning the indiscriminate
use of tear gas to quell even
minor disturbances.

NEW FRAME-UPIN WORKS
&®
Greek anarchists

The Greek government has
had to pull in its horns some-
what in its campaign of terror
against the anti-authoritarian
movement there as a result of
a well-coordinated inter-
national campaign of protest.

Five anarchist militants
have been released from
prison, including Christo
Konstantinides, 28, a pub-
lisher who had been senten-
ced to 28 months for ‘‘in-
juries to authority’ in con-
nection with demonstrations
against the killings of the
Baader-Meinhoff guerrillas
in West Germany. E

Konstantinides was sprung
on a technicality, but it’s
clear that the authorities were

looking for a way out of an
embarrassing predicament
once the world at large—
thanks to the efforts of anti-
authoritarian groups in
Europe and North
America—became aware of
the wide-spread abuse of civil
liberties in Greece.

The anti-anarchist cam-
paign was launched last Fall
in the run-up to parliamen-
tary election, which was won
by the Conservatives, but
with a reduced majority.
Dozens of homes were raided

on the slightest pretext, in-
dividuals were beaten and
arrested and in many cases
railroaded into prison in the
attempt to stifle the young
anarchist movement, which
started life as a student-based
centre of opposition to the
despotic regime of the
Colonels, and is now bran-
ching out into other forms of
mass organizing.

The worst isn’t over yet,
however. Yiannis Serifis, a
39-year-old milling machinist
and long-time activist for
autonomous workers’ com-
mittees in factories, is facing
a murder charge following
the killing of a comrade by
police.

Police first said the victim
killed himself rather than be
arrested following a shoot-
out during a bombing attem-
pt at a German-owned fac-
ltory near Athens last Oc-
tober. But when this story
was punctured, they decidea
to try and pin it on Serifis on
the grounds that he wanted to
prevent his comrade from
talking to police.

The incident took place
outside the multinational
A.E.G. factory in Pireaus as
the revolutionary group In-

The day before the
shooting, a letter was
published in the Montreal
papers from Quebec Libera-
tion Front guerrilla Paul
Rose, serving life in Archam-
bault for the 1970 kidnapping
and murder of a Quebec
Liberal politician, warning

that the lid was about to
blow.
The authorities have

moved quickly to protect
their own in the wake of the
killing. Every warden in
Canada now has a bodyguard
and their home and families
are being protected as well.

At Archambault, the in-
terim warden who succeeded
Roy has been replaced by a
committee whose members
names are being withheld.
The government has said it
feels a committee might be
less of a target than a single
person.

Archambault is now being
patrolled by guards on snow
sleds and trucks and every
road leading to the institu-
tion, which is located in
treeless, rolling fields, is un-
der extra-heavy surveillance.
The Quebec regional peniten-
tiary headquarters, which
was located in an office
building, has now been
moved inside the walls of
nearby Laval Penitentiary for
security reasons.

Nothing more has been
heard from the PRA, al-
though prison officials in
Quebec have received dozens
of threatening phone calls
since the assassination. The
authorities have yet to come
up with a lead on the killing.

Meanwhile, federal author-
ities are trying to paint a pic-
ture of a nationwide con-
spiracy of ‘‘left-wing lawyers,
social workers, ex-inmates
and activists’’ stirring up
trouble within the prisons.
They’ve been telling any

ternationalist Solidarity was
attempting to plant a bomb
inside (the hit wasn’t com-
pleted). Serifis had been fired
from A.E.G. the previous
April for his role in a 70-day
strike there at the time, and
previous to that he had been
active in strikes in A.E.G.
plants in West Germany and
had been underground in
Greece during the time of
Colonels.

Despite the transparent
frame-up, the government is
pushing ahead with the pro-
secution. Serifis can expect
little support from the
established unions and politi-
cal parties, which despise
autonomous organizations,
and so must depend on fur-
ther anti-authoritarian soli-
darity on an international
scale.

The defense work is being
coordinated by the Solidarity
Committee for the Release of
Yiannis Serifis, ¢/o Nikos
Karamanlis, Akadamias 74,
Athens, Greece. For a North
American source, check with
Greek Solidarity Committee,
c¢/o Black Rose Books, 3934
Rue St. Urbain, Montreal,

Que.

reporter who will listen that
outside agitators were res-
ponsible for the almost simul-
taneous insurgencies at
Laval, British Columbia and
Kingston (Ont.) Peniten-
tiaries in the Fall of 1976, and
for the hunger strikes at eight
prisons two years ago.

As well, they have pointed
to the charges against West
Coast prison activists Betsy
Wood and Gay Hoon (see
story in Blast section of this
issue), as evidence of criminal
association spanning the
wall.

In one document leaked to

Quebec killing spooks wardens

the news media, the peniten-
tiary service claim: ‘“While
there is no positive proof that
sympathizers are actually dic-
tating when and how inmates
should protest, the curious
fact appears that almost
always when a disturbance
occurs within one of the insti-
tutions, there have been
recent visits from one of the
sympathizers and/or corres-
pondence directed to inmate
agitators.”

This view contrasts sharply
with that of an all-party par-
liamentary committee which
conducted an exhaustive sur-

Peaceniks
home again

By Earl Averill

There’s more than one way
to bring the war home—even
after the war is over.

In Honolulu, peace acti-
vists enlisted the aid of fire-
fighters and civil defense
workers in forcing closure of
a nuclear weapons storage
facility on the grounds of
public safety.

In Denver, they released
red balloons to be carried
downwind from the Rocky
Flats nuclear weapons plant
advising residents they were
living in the flight path of

radioactive material that
might be accidentally
released.

In the Santa Clara Valley
of California, where ‘‘defen-
se’’ contractors received $1.7
billion in business from the
Pentagon in 1976, activists
mounted.a strong campaign
that convinced several labor
and community groups that
killing the contracts would
mean better health care and
transit services—and even
more jobs.

I{’s called peace conver-
sion, and it means building a
movement in each local com-
munity to show the people
who actually live there the
true costs—in money, health
and lost opportunities—of
the flood-tide of military ex-
penditures.

CUT MILITARY SPENDING

Peace conversion picks up
where the anti-war movement
left off, and its natural ally is
the growing coalition of for-
ces opposed to the use of
nuclear energy for domestic
power production.

But conversion is a more
homespun and decentralized
approach to combatting
militarism and the plutonium
society. Unlike the anti-war
and anti-nuke movements,
which often focus on distant
targets of national and inter-
national significance, conver-
sion works best at the grass
roots, convincing people, as

one activist ‘noted, that ‘‘no
single community can really

be made secure until the
global arms race is brought to
anend.”’

The starting point for
peace conversion is
debunking the conventional
wisdom that military spend-
ing is good for the economy
and creates jobs. In fact,
military spending, with its
high capital costs, its inevi-
table over-expenditures and
its super profit margins is
only half as efficient, within
the capitalist economy, in
creating jobs as is, say, spen-
ding on educational services.

And conversion analysis
indicates that alternatives to
military markets for conver-
ted military-oriented in-
dustries are technically and
economically feasible for a

vey of prison conditions last
year and concluded unani-
mously that the crisis was due
to a sluggish bureaucracy and
to power-hungry security
staff at war with ad-
ministrators.

(For more on the situation
in Archambault and on the
Canadian prisoners’ move-
ment in general, check with
the Quebec League of
Human Rights, 300 Carre St.
Louis, Montreal, Que.
Another source is the Law

Union of Ontario, 37
Madison Ave., Toronto,
Ont.)

wide-range of essential public
services, including mass tran-
sit, housing, water supply,
refuse disposal, recycling,
environmental protection and
health care.

Conversion helps expose
these irrationalities in the way
things are, and it does so by
reaching beyond the tradi-
tional peace constituency to
make contact with com-
munity groups working in
such areas as day care and
full employment, and even
with some labor unions.

Since the end of the Viet-
nam War, conversion projec-
ts have been launched in
dozens of communities, so
far with some promising
results. U.S. officials admit
that at least 100 military
nuclear facilities have been
closed in the past few years
due to worries over public
exposure and the subsequent
loss of security.

The Honolulu project is
one of the more successful:
local peace activists hadn’t
even realized that nuclear
weapons were being stored on
the island of Oahu until a
visiting group of Japanese
anti-nukes asked to be taken
on a tour of local military in-
stallations.

The ensuing campaign was
aimed at drawing attention to
the nuclear stockpile and to
the prospects of an accidental
detonation. Signs were placed
on freeway overpasses war-
ning Danger: Nuclear Bomb
Crossing, mock nuclear
weapons’ convoys with large
Danger signs were driven
through town and civil defen-
se officials, service groups,
hospitals, and other com-
munity elements were
mobilized to protest the lack
of preparedness to deal with
accidents.

Eventually, the military
caved in and closed the base.
As one of the campaigners
explained: ‘“The key to our
nuclear future was no longer -
somewhere ‘out there,” in_
Washington, Hiroshima or |
Moscow. It was from ou,ri-‘-ﬁ
viewpoint, right here at
home."’ E

(For a more complete ac-
count of peace conversion,
including a step-by-step
organizing drive guide, send
for the peace conversion
special issue of Win maga-
zine, available for 30¢, from
503 Atlantic Ave., Broo
N.Y. 11217.)




