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Feminists turn tables on rapists

By Mamie Carter

A man is sitting at his desk
at work when, suddenly, a
crowd of people surround
him. A woman steps out of
the crowd and screams,
““That’s the guy who raped
me.”

In Santa Cruz, a group
called California Women
Against Rape has, like a
growing number of women,
been taking some direct
power over men who attack
them. For five years, they’ve
confronted rapists in their
workplaces, neighbourhoods,
and homes. At the time of the
verbal confrontation the
rapist is given anti-rape liter-
ature and a few weeks later he
receives a letter warning,
““we’re still watching you.
You’d better change the way
you treat women.’’ Some-
times men from Santa Cruz
Men Against Rape pay the
man a visit as well.

Every time a confrontation
happens Santa Cruz papers
are filled with letters, pro and
con, keeping the incident in
the public eye for weeks.

Another strategy that is
being used in several areas is
newspapers listing the names
of men who have raped,
hassled or assaulted women.
Their names are published
both as a warning to women
and to raise awareness about
rape. Sometimes these lists
include addresses and descrip-
tions of the men, as well as
articles designed to increase

community understanding of

the reality of rapel“That it
is an act of violence, not lust
and a direct out-growth of
sexism.”’

The best know group to
use this tactic is the Kitty
Genovese Project, in Dallas,
named after a woman who
was raped and stabbed to
death in New York City in
1964 while many of her
neighbours watched. During
International Women’s Day

last year they distributed
22,000 copies of their paper
and got widespread support.
Their action made front page
news in Dallas and was
covered by hundreds of
newspapers.

In compiling and distri-
buting these lists, anti-rape
organizers have sometimes
had to weather criticism that
they were exposing some in-
nocent men, and that arrests

' SANTA AN INFLUENTIAL MILITANT

By Frank Everett

The headlines might have
read: ‘‘Santa Evicted, Pro-
testors Shut Down Copen-
hagen.’’ The Danish govern-
ment was threatening to send
in the police to shut down
Christiania Free Town, a
squatting community near
downtown Copenhagen. In-
stead, the government
backed down when thousan-
ds of people were mobilised
under a plan that openly
called for them to block
bridges, train tracks, airports
and major intersections,

~ halting all trgfﬂc in the city.

Christiania, with more
lhan 700 residents, was foun-
- ded in 1971 when it was lear-
_ned that the Danish Army

1 “had abandoned a 17th cen-

&
3

~ tury fortress in Copenhagen.
- People moved in and a self-
!Wemmg co-operative com-
mnty flourished, creating a
variety of collective prolects
Among these is the
ognen guerrilla theatre
upe, famous for its army
of Santa Clauses which tur-
one recent Christmas into
expose of greedy

»

Claiming that ‘“in order to
be generous, you have to be a
criminal,’” seventy-five
~ people dressed as Santa went
into several major depart-
‘ment stores where they gave
;m free merchandise until

they were dragged out and
beaten by police.

Britta, a founder of the
group, claims, ““We have
only one rule, never do any-
thing twice.”” So when the
NATO ministers visited
Copenhagen, Santa was
replaced by the *‘Allied
Mobile Forces,” a bogus ar-
my pretending to protect the
ministers from anti-NATO
demonstrators. With their
short hair, US Army surplus
uniforms, and toy machine
guns, they shocked tourists
who hadn’t expected Den-
mark to be an armed state.
The ‘army’ posted itself
along the route of an anti-
NATO protest march, and
staged mock beatings and
arrests of friends from
another theater troupe.

Finally, they took over the
government radio station,
and broadcast that Denmark
was ““in chaos, in civil war.
The AMF must take over.”’

““Rainbow Army"’

All this made it mpossnble
for the government to ignore
Christiania, a mile and a half
from downtown Copen-
hagen. The first eviction at-
tempt was ordered for April
1, 1976, although the govern-
ment had no plans of its own
for the site. The government
was forced to scuttle these
eviction plaps temporarily
when a ‘Rainbow Army’ of
30,000 surrounded Christi-

ania. Attempts to get the

courts to forbid the eviction
have been unsuccessful. On
February 2, the conservative
Supreme Court ruled that

Christiana had no legal
status. The Christianites were
never optimistic about their
chances of a favorable judge-
ment, so without waiting for
the court decision, they took
their case to the streets with
demonstrations, petitions
and street theatre showing the
eternal persecution of such
deviants as witches, heretics,
and anti-fascists.

Central to their strategy

was a telephone chain that
would have alerted thousands

and convictions often reflect
existing class and race biases
in society. Their response:
our first concern is the safety
of women in the community.

Similar lists have appeared
in many cities in the past year
or so. The lists provide a way
for women to find out who
some of the rapists in their
community are, and the op-
portunity to make them
publicly accountable for their
actions. They give women in-
formation and, with it,
strength.

Street Actions

Another tactic women are
using to make rape a commu-
nity issue is street marches. In
Connecticut Neighbourhood
Women Against Rape mar-
ched in demand of safe
housing—since one third of
all sexual assaults are in the
home—stopping in front of
known rapists homes. In
Britain women marched

through the night demanding

the right ‘‘to be on any street
at any time, to walk alone or
in groups without men pro-
tecting us from other men.”’

Neighbours Against Rape,
a Portland, Oregon group,
have organized block-by-
block to protect women and
discourage potential at-
tackers. Each block has well
designated ‘‘safe houses’’
with large visible signs. These
houses provide women a
place to run to in a hurry and
the signs provide a warning to
rapists that a particular block
is part of ““a well organized

within ten minutes of a police
attack. These demonstrators
planned to paralyse the city,

sabotage demolition equip-
ment, and non-violently
respond to the government’s
action.

By openly announcing
these plans, the Christianites
received widespread support.
The publicity that surroun-
ded their plan brought their
struggle a great deal of atten-
tion which -acted as a
deterrent to the authorities.
A former Danish NATO
chief described their plans as
‘“‘sound, extraordinarily intel-

vigilant campaign against
rape.”” The people on the
block are all encouraged to
respond to screams, whistles

or other prearranged signals.

These women and many
others in North America and
Britain are tired of trying to
deal with rapists and the issue
of rape through the criminal
justice system. They feel that
the responsibility of dealing
with violent sexist crimes
should be in their own hands,
and that neighbourhood soli-
darity is potentially the most
effective means of protection
against violence aimed at
women.

In the last few years many
groups of women have been
established to explore alter-
native ways of dealing with
rapists and other sexist haras-
sment. An alternative, that is,
to working with the police
and prisons, and to the usual
counselling and service work
of more traditional rape crisis
centres. In their opinion there
are no individual solutions to
rape and it can only be dealt
with by a direct-action move-
ment rooted in the com-
munity.

Rapists Afraid

The direct action anti-rape
groups have various respon-
ses to the traditional rape
centres and the emphasis
many of them place on reha-
bilitating imprisoned rapists.
The Kitty Genovese Project
says, ‘““We don’t support the
prison system but it’s very

Rainbow Army liberates Christiania

ligent, and strategically well
thought through.’’ They were
denounced in Danish parlia-
ment for encouraging people
to commit illegal acts.

At first, the Danish govern-
ment attempted to maintain a
hard line. Early in the year, a

parent-run kindergarten was
demolished under the protec-
tive gaze of 300 police. The

attack was filmed by police to
evaluate the effectiveness of
such tactics. The right-wing
media tried to whip up anti-
Christiania sentiments by
branding it as a haven for

important that women are
working within the prison
system to change the incar-
ceration of human beings in-
to an educational process.”’
They point out that it is par-
ticularly difficult for
prisoners to change their
ideas about rape and women
since they’re in an environ-
ment that encourages violen-
ce, domination and humili-
ation.

Neighbours Against Rape
have made a conscious
decision not to associate with
the criminal justice system.
Neighbourhood Women
Against Rape in Connecticut
see their work as a necessary
supplement to the on-going
counselling and service work
already in existence and ‘‘an
important step forward in the
movement.”’

When asked what the
results of their actions were
so far a Santa Cruz spokes-

woman said, ‘““Not bad,’’ ad-
ding, ‘“The police want to kill
us. . . The rapists are afraid
of us.”

For more information on
direct action anti-rape ac-
tivity write Santa Cruz
Women Against Rape, P.O.
Box 711, Santa Cruz, CA
95061 or read about it in
feminist papers like Off Qur
Backs, 1724 - 20th St., NW,
Washington, D.C. 20009:
The Feminist Communica-
tions, 4003 Wabash Ave.,
San Diego, CA 92104; Big
Mamma Rag, 1724 Gaylord
St., Denver, CO 80206.

drug-fiends and welfare

recipients.

State Backs Down

The publicity and the wide-
spread support for the Chris-
tianites’ self-defense plan
forced the government to
have second thoughts. The
day after the Supreme Court
decision, the Prime Minister
went on television to say that,
personally, he saw no reason
to evict the community, at
least for the several years it
would take to prepare alter-
native plans for the site.

The next week, Parliament
discussed the matter live on
radio. After a few days
debate, a left coalition voted
to support the PM’s point of
view, and even voted to give
the community money to im-
prove its housing. Right-wing
politicians are furious at
being denied a bloodbath.

While they anticipate
tough negotiations with the
government and they’re
exhausted after weeks of con-
frontation, the Christianites
are elated with their victory.
Although the telephone chain
has been discontinued, they
ar€ urging supporters to
keep their affinity groups
together and active. And if
the government shows any
signs of reneging on its
promises, they’ll be ready.

The Christiania Free State
can be contacted at Dron-
ningensgade 14, 1420 Copen-
hagen K, Denmark.



