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Several meetings and actions are on the North American
anarcho-agenda. The Social Revolutionary ~Anarchist
Federation’s annual gathering is set for Chicago, May 26-29.
The meetings will be held in the Chicago Loop Church, 22 E.
Van Buren St. For more information contact Resurgence
(SRAF), POB 801, Evanston, IL 60204. . . The Youth Inter-
national Party, 9 Bleeker St., New York, NY 10012, is also
going to Chicago this year. But first, they’ll be in Kent (May
3-4 memorial & festival of life), Montreal (July 1-2 Jean
Baptiste Day smoke-in), and Washington (July 4 smoke-in).
Then it’s on to Chicago for the 10th anniversary Yippie!
Festival of Life (Aug. 26-28). Write YIP for a rundown of
these, and other actions they’re planning and for details on
the 1977 July 4 smoke-in film they’ve produced.
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The North American Anarcho-Communist Federation,
POB 2076, Sta. A, Champaign, IL 61820, recently met in
Ann Arbor to ‘“‘reach agreement on a statement of principles
and organizational structure for an explicitly anarcho-
communist continental federation.”” The new organization’s
revised draft of the statement outlines the principles of’
anarchist-communism, lays out a tightly knit yet flexible
organizational structure, and stresses organizing in the work-
place, co-ops and the feminist movement. NAAF has also
reprinted Peter Kropotkin’s pamphlet Anarchist Com-
munism. Italy’s Federated Anarchist Groups (GAF),
CDA-via Guido Reni, 9616—Torino—Italy, has published!
An Anarchist Programme (N. America $1, U.K. p50 — 40%
discount for more than 5 copies). Translated into English,
French and Spanish, the statement, GAF stresses, is not THE
anarchist programme, but ‘“‘ONE way of interpreting anar-
chism in Italy today and contemporary SOClO-€cOnomic
reality, although certain theoretical assumptions as well as
some of the more general aspects of the analysis will certainly
have a wider validity.”’
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Black Rose, POB 474, Somerville, MA 02144, is
sponsoring another lecture series at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. Speakers include Karl Hess, Ralph
Fasanella and Andre Cardinal (on Quebec, April 28). The
group is also planning to publish a quarterly journal of liber-
tarian socialist analysis and discussion. First issue due this
Fall. . . The Last International, POB 7831, Ann Arbor, MI
48107, is a new group ‘‘devoted to destroying politics,
culture, and life as we know it. . . everything must go.”’
They’ve produced several poster/leaflets with such themes as
““The 7 danger signs of subjectivity’’ and ‘‘Religion as
Banality”’. . .Mother Earth Books/Black Eye Press, POB
30097, Wallingford Sta., Seattle, WA 98103, has just printed
a series of anarchist post cards and posters, including the
classic Fuck Authority ($2). As well, they’ve got an extensive
catalogue of pamphlets, books, bumperstickers and but-
tons. . .New England War Tax Resistance, POB 174, MIT,
Branch P.O., Cambridge, MA 02139, maintains the largest
alternative fund in the U.S. For ten years they’ve channeled
tax dollars into ‘‘pro-life and Movement activities.”
Individuals can become members of NE/WTR by simply
sending donations to the fund.
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The second issue of Caribbean Correspondence, c/0 Free
Spirit, Main P.O. Box 24112, Oakland, CA. 94623, contains
information about the recent ‘‘capturing’” (illegal occupa-
tion) of land and dwellings in Jamaica. Also available from
the same address is None Shall Escape, an l.p. record from a
Situationist point of view, featuring an analysis of revolu-
tionary experiences in the Caribbean, particularly Jamaica’s
Westmoreland Workers Cauncil of 1969.
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And you thought The Open Road was the periodical that
came out periodically? Well, check out The Sheffield Anar-
chist, POB 1A, 341 Glossof Rd., Sheffield 10, England. Vol.
1, No. 13 is hot off the press, but Vol. 1, No. 1 came out in
1891! ““‘Pay what you like’’ but they need donations. There
was a 25 month wait between issues 12 and 13 and the
Sheffield comrades say, ‘‘Let’s hope that we’ve sorted-out at
least some of the difficulties and that No. 14 will not take so
long to appear’’. . . Some new anarchist publications: Black
Rag is an anarcha/feminist paper published by the Belfast
Anarchist Collective, c/0 52 Broadway, Belfast 12. The first
issue includes articles on the Italian autonomous groups and
women’s struggles. The collective is also getting together
an anti-authoritarian bookshop/centre. To help raise the
funds needed for the project, they’re selling a book of Belfast
cartoons ($2). They’d also appreciate donations. . . Direct
Action, POB 306, Sta. E, Toronto 4, Ont., is an Industrial
Workers of the World publication which ““exists to stimulate
action along Industrial lines—action that will hopefully

rebuild the IWW as a force of Revolutionary Industrial
Unionism™. . . The R.A.G. Rag is a mimeo publication of
the Regina Anarchist Group, POB 3658, Regina, Sask. First
issue includes material on nuclear power and Quebec.
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LETTER FROM GERMANY

Inside the New R

RAF funeral procession under the gun

This letter from Hamburg,
Germany, was translated and
sent to the Open Road by
comrades in Seattle.
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Dear friends,

We didn’t write for a long
time, and now there’s such a
lot of things to tell about the
past months and the present,
because it is very very neces-
sary that the left all over the
world becomes more in-
formed about what is going
on here.

Since the beginning of the
year the fight has increased
on all levels. For many people
it no longer seems possible to
live a more or less liberal,
calm life; the decision (on
which side am I actually
standing) has become urgent
and sincere. For the atomic
power movement, the govern-
ment (or whoever is making
these kinds of decisions) has
now developed the strategy of
pushing us into a criminal
status, which means in prac-
tice that a whole lot of people
have proceedings against
them. The trials are starting
now, in Autumn, and the
typical charges are disturbing
the peace, resistance against
executive authority, bodily
injury (against policemen),
and so on.

Repressive Laws

When we had a small
demonstration two weeks ago
at the court-house they again
took three persons without
reason; the new charges: at-
tempting to free the
prisoners. Many of the
people can get prison for
these crimes, and as a matter
of fact in Hamburg alone at
least every third leftist is
waiting for some kind of
trial. Last week came a new
shock: 21 persons got letters
that they have to pay $2,500
for police activity in Brok-
dorf where some people made
a summer camp which was
cleared violently by police
(even though it wasn’t on the
site of the nuclear plant but
only nearby on the land of a
farmer). It shows that
another part of the strategy is
to ruin peoples’ material
existence base, because some
of the people are in quite
normal jobs. (This also was
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the other effect of this move-
ment, that quite established
people have become more or
less radical through what they
experienced this state is like
when people are fighting for
their rights.) All this together
is a real threat for all the rest,
who want to continue the
fight.

Reprisals

The situation of the
political prisoners is really
bad: though officially the iso-

lation is suspended for now, a
lot of them are in suicide

cells, which means they are
checked every fifteen
minutes, even through the
night, that they have no con-
tact with other prisoners, that
they are in so-called dead
tracts, with no acoustic or
visual stimulation, seldom
allowed visits, because most
of our petitions to visit the
prisoners are refused because
of ‘‘danger of influencing”’
the trials. In the last months
it has become very obvious
that they are using the
political prisoners as
hostages, so that when the
next guerrilla action is going
on, they maybe will kill them
next. 3

O.K.—this is one part of
what’s happened, which for
sure relates to the other: this
year there were a lot of ac-
tions of the urban guerrillas,
of the Red Army Faction
(RAF).It is not overestimated
to say that the whole country
was and partly still is in
hysteria and panic, and that
this is also part of the coun-
ter-strategy of the im-
perialists. The main point
was and is to ‘‘force away the
position of the fellow-
travellers, Sympathisanten,”’’
which actually means that
‘‘everyone who still says
‘Baader-Meinhof Group’ is
also a criminal.’’ Sentences
like this have been on every
front page.

The reaction was that a big
part of the left really hurried
to distance themselves from
the tactics of the urban
guerrillas, or more
specifically, they all had to
say openly in their papers:
this isn’t political, this is
brutal, criminal, and so on. It
really is horrible to see these
leftists (I don’t know
anymore if I should call them
left) serving the ends of reac-

tionaries, to even help build
up a situation which is tur-
ning people against each
other, to hunting people
down. The entire media is
totally co-ordinated, no word

of doubt or anything critical
appears.

Reign of Terror

As a matter of fact, the
whole left is intimidated, not
only ideologically, but also
by police force. Whenever
one lonesome left group
dared to say: maybe, just
maybe, Buback and Schleyer
are not the nice human beings
which the press is presenting,
their bureaus were searched,
their papers were taken, and
the people were arrested, ac-
cused of helping the
‘criminals.’ So it was easy for
them to put through their
‘final solution’ in Stam-
mheim, to kill the prisoners.
They had already made a new
law, which says that in a time
of danger to a person, all
political prisoners are put in
total isolation, which means
as a matter of fact that they
are in prison without any
contact with the outside.
They can be tortured
physically, they are tortured
mentally for sure by total
isolation, and they can be
killed. And though a whole
lot of people are sure that the
story of suicide isn’t true,
nobody dares to say openly
‘““‘they were killed.”” You
would be charged im-
mediately with lying.

Politics of Obedience

The first effect: At the
funeral, we were only about
100-200 people, the rest
didn’t dare come. There they
forced us with guns to give
our personal identities, then
once again they arrested 50
people without any reason,
fingerprinted them, and so
on. All 50 got the same
charges I have already men-
tioned. The population of
Stuttgart partly helped the
police by chasing the people
in the stores and so on. Any-
way, with the ‘‘search for the
terrorists’’ a lot of denun-
ciations took place every-
where, a lot of raids were
made, for sure. At one of
them they also arrested me,
without any reason, my prints
were taken, and I was beaten
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in the police station, until I
was really wounded, in the
face until I bled. The brutality
of the police and my own
helplessness shocked me quite
a lot, although I knew it
before, but it’s different
when it happens to yourself,

One very important pomnt
is that this ‘“model Ger-
many”’ (Schmidt’s saying) is
rolling over Europe, it is as if
all other countries are just
under Helmut Schmidt’s or-
ders, and if a country has any
resistance, they put a lot of
economic pressure on this
country, as with Algeria,
which doesn’t want to have
the German military on their
airports (to provide security
for Lufthansa!), and gets lots
of threats now. This is im-
perialism in a really pure
form.

So this in short is the
situation we are in now, a
situation where the struggle
has to continue also, but for
many of us there will come a
point where we have to
emigrate or go to prison. This
situation can come very sud-
denly, but because of the in-
ternational nature of this, it
may be very difficult to find a
refuge (Ain’t no country,
ain’t no land. . .)

Maybe I have written a bit
too cool about all this—W.
criticized me for not having
written about the depressing
feelings we have. I thought it

more important to tell the

facts—the transition to open
fascism in this country results
out of them, and some new
facts.

I don’t have the words to
show how urgent this is. All
the things that have hap-
pened, and happen all the
time, are so monstrous that I
often can’t even cry, to say
nothing of rage, but just sit
without words and thoughts
—paralyzed—. But that’s
what they intend, and I try to
take all my energy together to
do at least the things I can—
something against it. So it
would be good if it would be
possible for you to do
something.

In love, -
P.S. There is a German left

song: ‘“When the night is
deepest, the day is nearest.””




