Open Road, Spring 1978

LOOSE THREAD IN IRON CURTAIN

¥ John Czarny

The heat’s on the Polish
State these days. Not only is it
trying LO survive a severe eco-
nomic crisis, it’s also faced
with workers who are busy
forging links with dissident
intelligensia and students to
form what appears to be an
openly anti-authoritarian op-
position movement.

Completely outside the
structure of the ruling Polish
CP, the opposition groups—
originally concentrated
primarily in Warsaw and
Kracow—have recently
evolved into a national net-
work of aboveground com-
mittees.

They’ve got their own in-
dependent, illegal publica-
tions and they’re demanding
freedom of speech, the right
to strike, and the right to self-
organization.

The most active opposition
group is the Committee for
Social Defense (KSS-KOR)
which calls for ‘institutional
guarantees for civil rights.

Worker Opposition

Eastern European dissident
groups have traditionally
been made up of academics,
but the KSS-KOR also in-
cludes workers who were
jailed after the riots which
swept Poland in 1976. A ‘cell’
of the KSS-KOR journal
‘Robotnik’ (Worker) has
now been formed among
workers in Radom, scene of
the bloodiest riots that year,

and has pledged to fight for
the rights of workers inde-

pendently of the State-
controlled trade umons.
Members of the cell say

they will agitate for indepen-
dent workers’ organizations
and will try to aid other
workers in their struggles for
more say in the conditions of
work, social problems, and
housing.

Although no figures are
available on the number of
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workers participating in the
cell, the formation of this
group represents a significant
step forward for the opposi-
tion movement—it’s the first
organized link between
workers and intelligentsia
since 1956.

In addition to the Radom
cell, several workers’ com-
missions have organized
themselves in Warsaw fac-
tories, but these have not yet
joined the KSS-KOR.

Student Movement

The most libertarian of the
opposition groups seems to
have taken root among the
students. The Student Soli-
darity Committee (SKS) is

iners come up for air.

in their heels-

working to create a broad
movement of autonomous
student organizations.
Formed in Krakow in May,
1977, after thousands of
students had demonstrated in
the streets to protest the
murder of an opposition
student activist, it has no
formal membership struc-
ture. It is highly critical of the

Czechs rock boa

By Jersey Slim

The Czech ‘Rock Under-
ground’ really is under-
ground. So when 1200 people
gathered at an illegal concert
in the small village of Kdyna
last August 13th, the police
attacked. The crowd respon-
ded with rocks, and torched
the police train.

Three thousand people
associated with the rock un-
derground are on police files.
Two hundred arrests were
made in March, 1974 at a
~concert of the Plastic People
of the Universe. One of the
best of the Czech bands, the
Plastic People has been
- harassed at their homes and
rlt work. At their perfor-
~ Mances, members of the
~ audience have had their cars
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imdalizcd by the police, and
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their IDs checked against lists
t of known ‘subversives’.
~  The Plastic People have
* stopped imitating American
- and English rock. Instead,
they set to music the poems
}of Czech poets like Egon
- Bondy and Jiri Kolor, neither
:of whose works can be pub-
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lished in Czechoslovakia.
These lyrics express a need
for personal ethics rather
than social control. They
denounce consumerism, the
police, and the alienation of
work and everyday life.

The content of this poetry
is defiantly subversive, and
the act of setting it to music
and performing it in public is
seen as a direct challenge to
the authoritarian state. The
bands have been forced to
restrict their activities, per-
forming mostly at private
parties, weddings, and other
social activities. The
musicians are forced into a
semi-underground life-style,
risking jail in a country where
it is a crime to be unemployed
for more than eight weeks.
Nevertheless, a lively and
growing movement is devel-
oping, with bands such as
DG-307, Beroni, and The
Old Teenagers moving in the
same directions as the Plastic

People.
Police. harassment in-
creased alongside this

growth, culminating in the
March, 1976 arrest of 120
people. Twenty-two of these

were put on trial, including
all the members of DG-307
and the Plastic People.

Charged with ‘hooliga-
nism’ and organising a
musical evening without an
‘amateur’s license’, the musi-
cians received sentences of up
to thirty months in jail. Not
only did this fail to dampen
the underground scene, it
united the diverse opposition
movement for the first time
since the 1968 Soviet in-
vasion.

Protesters ranged from
former Communist Party
bigwigs such as Zdenek
Mlynar (party secretary
before the invasion) to
numerous young workers.
They have united behind the
rock underground and
around a program that, in ef-
fect, for libertarian
socialism. . . a decentralized
socialism, with human rights
and civil liberties.

calls

To keep in touch with the
Czech rock underground,
write The Plastic People
Defense Fund, ¢/o Amnesty
International, Southampton
St., London, WC2.

Civic workers 1

n Krakow, cen

centralist practices of the of-
ficial national student organi-
zation (the SZSP) and main-
tains that its spokes-people
are not a directing body. The
SKS has a wide range of con-
tacts throughout Polish uni-
versities and its open
meetings often draw over a
hundred students.

Polish dissidents have also
joined forces to set up the
Democratic Movement, a

tre of oppositi

group that claims it’s trying
to go beyond the KSS-KOR
demands.

Consisting of hundreds of
workers, students, and far-
mers, the Democratic Move-
ment calls for the formation
of independent, self-
governed social institutions
to defend human rights. It
has proposed representative
organizations for workers,
peasants, and artisans; con-

sumer’s control of the quality,

price, and distribution of
goods; and independent pub-
lications.

In the face of these bud-
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on movement,

ding opposition forces, the
Polish State has cautiously
avoided the overt repression
meted out in other Eastern
European countries. Cer-
tainly, the movement in
Poland is stronger and better
organized than any of the
others.

Poland’s newly organized
opposition forces first locked
horns with the State in 1976,
when thousands of workers
were imprisoned, beaten, tor-
tured, and dismissed from

their jobs for participating in
massive protest against 70%
hikes in the cost of food.

When the State lashed back
at the activists in the workers’
defense campaign with fur-
ther beatings and jailings, it
had to contend with a nation-
wide protest movement in-
cluding solidarity hunger
strikes and thousands of let-
ters.

Following last summer’s
amnesty for the remaining
imprisoned workers and
KOR activists the State has
hesitated to renew its cam-
paign against the opposition.
It seems the authorities are
willing to avoid a major con-
frontation with the working
class at all costs, especially
since Poland is courting
Western investment to pay
off its heavy debts, and
dreads any adverse inter-
national publicity.

On several occasions this
past year, the State has been
forced, by workers’ strikes
and protests, to cancel pro-
posed price hikes and wage
cuts.

During the amnesty, first
secretary of the Polish Com-
munist Party, Edward
Gierek, is reported to have
said that the Party has to
learn to live with its unoffi-
cial opposition, which he des-
cribed as having ‘‘neo-
trotskyist and anarchist
links’’. These elements, he
claimed, were leading a
movement calling for a
second socialist revolution
based on a mass social move-
ment.

For more information on
the Polish opposition move-
ment, check Labour Focus
on Eastern Europe, Bottom
Flat, 116 Cazenove Rd.,
London, N 16 England, or
the Information Bulletin on
Democratic Movements in
the Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe, P.O. Box 6574,
Station C, Edmonton, Alber-
ta, Canada.

Whenever | feel alienated by
capitalism | read Open Road, and
before my Dad knows it, I'm out in the
street making revolution. He tries to stop
me, but | confront his patriarchal authority
head-on and deal another blow
for anarchy

You, too, can step from the doldrums
of the 70’s and zip' out into the future.
Everytime you pick up a copy of Open

Road you’ll have new visions, cheap thrills
and action-packed |adventures.

The OR is sent to anyone who asks,
but its survival depends on your
donations. Keep us on the road; become a
sustainer. [For only $50.] We’ll put
a 2 oz., 20 page revolutionary weapon
into your very hands every 3 months.

Help us flush this dying social order
down the toilet bowl of history.

Send donations to: The Open Road

POB 6135, Sta. G
Vancouver, B.C.
Canada V6R 4G5S




