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SEATTLE BRACES AGAINST GRAND JURY

Rita Brown, the lesbian
anarchist who tapped an anti-
authoritarian vein in the
urban guerilla George
Jackson Brigade, has been
sentenced to 25 years in
prison for her part in a string
of political bank robberies
in Oregon.

Brown, 30, a long-time
prison activist, pleaded guilty
February 21 to involvement
in one bank job after charges
relating to four other
expropriations were dropped
by the prosecution.

She still faces trial in
Seattle in connection with a
series of bombings and other
armed actions attributed to
the GJB since late 1975.
Meanwhile, the Seattle Left
community is bracing itself
for another possible round of
grand  jury  inquisitions
related to the GJB
investigation.

Brown was arrested Nov. 4
by the FBI after being spotted
on a Seattle street. The GJB
had only just returned to
Seattle after a year of study

and fund-raising «<in the
Portland area, and just three
days before had bombed a
Mercedes showroom in
protest of the ‘‘suicides’” of
the three Baader-Meinhoff
guerillas in a West German
prison.

L
Rita Brown

Since the bust, the GJB has
pulled off two bombings—of
a power transformer, in
support of the prisoners’
struggles in the King County
Jail in Seattle; and of a
railroad car containing new
automobiles, in solidarity

LinksWithoutChains

‘“Fire is not arson, but a defense against injustice and
discrimination.’’ That’s how Mary Astaforoff, a 63-year-old
member of the Freedomite Doukhobor religious sect of
Western Canada, accounts for her long history of pacifist
struggle against militarism, private property and public
schools. For her troubles, she has been imprisoned for a total
of more than 20 years since the 1930’s. In her current series
of stretches, commencing in late 1974, she has been involved
in seven prison fires, three debilitating hunger strikes and a
mass stripping-off of clothes in a courtroom. For the past
two years, she has been held in solitary confinement in

Kingston Penitentiary for Women

in very unhygenic

conditions, and her health is in decline. Pressure is needed on
the Canadian authorities to attend to her needs. Protest
letters should go to Warden P. Chinnery, Box 515, Kingston,
Ont. More details from?risoneri Rights Group, 3965

Pandora, Burnaby, B.C.

*

*

Open Road has gotten a passing grade—but just barely—
on its report card from the U.S. Bureau of Prisons. Regional
director J.D. Henderson in St. Louis says in a letter he has
read three issues and in two of them he could ‘‘find no
specific reason for concern.”” But he’s a bit bugged by the
Summer, 1977 issue (no. 3), especially an article headlined
““GJB Blasts Media Blackout,”” which outlined how a strike
at Walla Walla (Wash.) State Penitentiary got no attention
until the urban guerrilla George Jackson Brigade hired on as
the prisoners’ publicity agents. Henderson feels the article
“not only advocated but solicited violence” and it also
“outlined strategies used in a prison; including extreme
violence which would be very suggestive in another penal
setting.”” He says Open Road will be reviewed on an issue-by-
issue basis for admission to the super-maximum Marion, Ill.
Federal Prison, from whence the first official complaint and

banning derived.

Women prisoners at Bedford Hills (N.Y.) State Prison,
who are already locked in a struggle with the authorities over
the use of male guards (see Open Road, #5), have launched a
campaign against the notorious Rockefeller Drug Law, the
most repressive legislation of its kind in the U.S. First
offenders, even those with community and family ties,
routinely get 25 years-to-life for the mere possession of
heroin, cocaine or hash, and must serve the minimum before
even being considered for parole. The penalties under the law
are harsher than those meted out by federal authorities
against major narcotics traffickers, and they are on a par
with sentences for first-degree murder and kidnapping. The
sentencing provision of the law has already been found
unconstitutional (‘‘cruel and unusual punishment’’), but the
state is appealing. Meanwhile a lobbying campaign is being
directed at Gov. Hugh Carey, who might yet fall off his

fence.

More info from Women

in Prison Defense

Committee, P.O. Box 283, West Nyack, N.Y. 10994.

In Canada, they’re planning on building 24 new prisons; in
the United States, Congress is pushing through legislation to
provide $500 million in federal money—that means 12,500
more prisoners—to states for prison construction in the next
two years. In both countries, people are starting to take
notice. Check with the Moratorium on Prison Construction,
c/o Linda Laushway, 61 Delaware, Apt. 2, Ottawa, Ont.;
and the National Moratorium on Prison Construction, 3106
Mt. Pleasant St. N.W., Washington, D.C.

*  x

*  *

Atascadero Prison Gay Encounter is starting a library for
gay prisoners. They are asking for donations of gay-oriented
books, periodicals and other literature. Contact them c/o

Drawer A, Atascadero, Calif.

News on the prisoners’ movement is carried in regular
columns in the anarcho-pacifist WIN magazine, 503 Atlantic
Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. and the Northwest Passage, P.O. Box
4105, Bellingham, Wash. 98225. The feminist BigMama Rag,
1724 Gaylord St., Denver, Colo. 80206, is planning a special
issue on women in prison this Spring. And special attention
to the condition of Irish political prisoners is given in the new
Irish anarchist iournal. Black Rag,c/0 52 Broadway, Belfast

12, N. Jreland. . .

There’s a new revolutionary bi-weekly

magazine for and about prisoners. It’s called Morning Sun,
available from POB 392, Canal St. Sta., New York, NY

10012

with striking auto mechanics.
But it has also spent much of
its time covering its tracks,
relearning its lessons on
security and flexibility and re-

establishing its base of
operations.
At her sentencing in

Portland, Brown gave an
uncompromisingly militant
account of herself, drawing
cheers and applause from the
large crowd of lesbians who
packed the courtroom.
(Earlier, they had spray-
painted Free Rita on the
courthouse steps and all over
the city.)

In declaring herself the
enemy of the court, Brown
took on the explicit definition
of a worker, a lesbian,
anarchist and guerilla.

" She recalled her back-
ground in such jobs as gas

jockey, clerk, mechanic and

printer, and retraced her
political development
through the working class,
feminist and gay movements.

Turning to her current
stage, she drew a sharp
distinction between the
““‘institutionalized sick
violence of the'ruling class,”
whether it’s manifested in the
mass terrorism of' the
Vietnam War or the Attica
massacre, or the individual
assassination of militants
such as George Jackson; and
‘‘revolutionary armed
struggle,”” which always
takes into account the welfare
of innocent people.

““] am an anti-authori-
tarian lesbian feminist
anarcho-communist,’” she
said. *‘I am an urban guerilla
committed to give my white
life if necessary.

The authorities at the Mar-
ion (I1l.) Federal Prison have
devised a new-style solitary
confinement for American
Indian Movement militant
Leonard Peltier.

Peltier, who is serving life
after two FBI agents died
in a shoot-out on the Pine
Ridge Reservation in South
Dakota, has been virtually
cut off from contact with the
outside world.

Leonard Peltier

His lawyers have been ob-
structed in attempts to see
him, his legal mail has been
tampered with and his per-
sonal mail has been virtually
stopped cold—all obvious
tactics to hamper critical
defense work around his ap-
peal.

The appeal process, includ-
ing an April 10 hearing in St.
Louis, with Chicago Seven
lawyer William Kunstler re-
presenting Peltier, isn’t ex-
pected to come to decision
until at least May. The basis
of the appeal is the numerous
irregularities in the original
trial in Fargo, N.D., in-
cluding evidence of FBI mis-
conduct and the obvious
racism of the trial judge, who
refused to allow testimony
about the U.S. government’s

Puerto Rican militants
Maria Cueto and Raisa
Nemikin have finally beaten
the New York grand jury
witch hunt of the Puerto Ri-
can independence movement
—but it took them eleven
months in jail to do it.

Cueto and Nemikin were
released Jan. 24—3 months
earlier than their expected
term—when a federal judge
conceded that ‘‘no legitimate
purpose’’ would be served by
keeping them inside any
longer. The two women had
been jailed for refusing to
talk to the grand jury about
the Armed Forces of
National Liberation (FALN),
a guerrilla group which has
claimed more than 60 bom-
bings in the continental U.S.
in the past three years.

Both women had been lay
ministers and social workers
for the Episcopal Church’s
National Commission on
Hispanic Affairs, which had
also employed at one time
Carlos Alberta Torres, wan-
ted in connection with FALN
activities. In ordering the
release of Cueto and:

Vietnam-style “‘pacification”
program at Pine Ridge.

An earlier appeal hearing
was aborted when the defense
discovered that one of the
appeal judges, William H.
Webster, was being groomed
to take over the directorship
of the FBI. Webster, who has
since started his new job, ac-
tually tried to argue that he
wasn’t in conflict of interest.

The isolation campaign at
Marion was commenced in
March as soon as Peltier, a
33-year-old Chippewa Sioux,
was returned from trial in
Milwaukee, where he had
beaten a trumped-up at-
tempted murder charge.
Peltier was acquitted after it
became obvious that the
charge was a ploy to punish
him for his involvement in
the 1973 Trail of Broken
Treaties protest in Washing-
ton, D.C.

His acquittal in Milwaukee
should have considerable im-
pact on the appeal of the Pine
Ridge charges. As Peltier
noted recently, he was
defamed by the Pine Ridge
prosecution,which referred
constantly to phoney
burglary charges in Oregon
(since dropped) and the Mil-
waukee charges to portray
him as an ‘‘international ter-
rorist.”” (After Pine Ridge,
Peltier went underground
and split to Canada, where he
fought extradition for a
year.)

In demanding a new trial
on the Pine Ridge charges,
the defense will push to have
it held in the Independent
Lakota (Sioux) Nation,
where the incident took
place, and to have Peltier
judged by a jury of his peers.

(More info from the
Leonard Peltier Defense
Committee, Box 1, Port
Angeles, Wash. 98362. Write
Peltier directly at Box 1000,
Marion, Ill.)

Nemikin, the judge noted
there was no evidence—and
never had been—that they
were involved with the FALN
or indeed were anything other
than church workers.

In arguing successfully for
her release, Cueto said (and
this went for Nemikin, too):
““My work was ministering to
the poor and oppressed His-
panic communities. I will not
betray my ministry to the
Hispanic people by submit-
ting to questions by the
government. I will not testify
before a grand jury, and any
length of time in jail will only
deepen my committment and
encourage others to do the
same *’

Cueto and Nemikin adop-
ted the strategy derived by
consensus of the anti-grand
jury movement: don’t talk
under any circumstances.
Refusal to talk can lead to a
contempt citation and up to
18 months in jail, but under
the law, jailing can only be
used in an attempt to compel
the witness to talk, and not as
punishment for refusing to
talk.

““As our comrade brother
George Jackson said, and it’s
just as true today as it was
almost ten years ago when he
said it: ‘We must come
together, understand the
reality of our situation,
understand that fascism is
already here, that people are
dying who could be saved,
that generations will die or
live butchered half-lives if we
fail to act.””

Brown’s courtroom
declaration was her first
major public  political

statement since she went

underground in early 1976
during a previous grand jury
witchhunt in Seattle. But a
GJB political manifesto (one
of the fruits of the group’s
year in Oregon) had already
given evidence of a growing
interest in anti-authoritarian
themes—the first such
development on the part of a
still-active guerilla group in
North America.

The GJB manifesto
affirmed the tactical unity of
all members of the group on
such subjects as the need for
both armed struggle and mass

work, and on the critical roles
of feminism, the gay
movement and the struggle of
Third World people in North
America. But it also indicated
there was still an on-going
internal debate within the
group over the primacy of
anarchist and marxist-leninist
long-term strategies.

The manifesto concluded
with a firm call to oppose any
divisiveness in the movement
and it served notice that the
GJB would not respond for
some time to comments on
the political differences
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Betsy Wood (left) and Gay Hoon in front of B.C. Pen.

Feminists Face
Life After Jailbreak

Two feminist prison ac-
tivists in Vancouver are
facing sentences of up to life
imprisonment in the wake of
a desperate break-out attem-
pt in January by five
prisoners at the maximum-
security British Columbia
Penitentiary, the scene of
more than a dozen mass in-
surrections and hostage-
takings in the past decade.

The charges against Betsy
Wood, 48, and Gay Hoon,
32, are the most serious and
the most arbitrary to con-
front politically-active people
on Canada’s West Coast in at
least a generation. The
authorities have made clear
they intend to use the up-

coming trial to incite public
opinion against the growing
Canadian prisoners’
movement.

Wood and Hoon have been
key figures in the campaign
to focus attention on the
Pen’s solitary confinement
unit, which penal experts
have called one of the most
inhuman in North America.
The Federal Court of Canada
ruled in 1975 that conditions
of sensory deprivation and
guards’ brutality in the unit
constituted ‘‘cruel and
unusual punishment, in
violation of the Canadian Bill
of Rights,”” but no substan-
tial changes have yet been
made.

Stymie FBI

The two activists argued
successfully that their will
power was greater than the
law’s clout, and that they had
spent enough time in jail to
test their resolve.

Raisa Nemikin

The victory of Cueto and
Nemikin doesn’t mean the
grand jury has been neutra-
lized; far from it, as one of
their lawyers noted: ‘it still
continues to subpoena acti-

vists and acts as an arm of the
FBI in attempting to harrass
and jail people working in the
Puerto Rican independence
movement.’’

It’s not only Puerto
Ricans, but gays, native In-
dians, women, workers,
Blacks, radicals and other
community elements who
have been harrassed by the
grand jury offensive laun-
ched in the salad days of the
Nixon administration and
still sputtering along. Unlike
the FBI and the courts, the
grand juries are virtually un-
restrained in their ‘‘legal”’
powers of interrogation, so
they are a convenient tool for
politically-minded prose-
cutors and their allies in the
FBI.

A variety of counter-
strategies have been
developed, from individual
refusal to talk to mass educa-
tion and lobbying campaigns.
(See Open Road, #2, Spring
1977.) More on this from the
Grand Jury Project, 853
Broadway, New York, N.Y.
10003.

All five prisoners in the
escape attempt had spent
long periods in solitary, and
all had records of attempted
escape or other forms of resis-
stance. Andy Bruce, who has
spent most of the last seven
years in solitary after helping
engineer a strike of Native
Indian prisoners in 1970, has
been involved in four
hostage-takings, including
one which made him and two
other prisoners national
figures in 1975 when one of
the hostages, prison social
worker Mary Steinhauser
(known to be sympathetic to
prisoners), was shot to death
by the prison tactical squad
during its assault on their
stronghold.

Wood and Hoon are
charged with attempted mur-
der and several other offences
relating to aiding an escape
attempt. The attempted mur-
der charge, which carries a
maximum life sentence, was
pinned on them on the
grounds that they are equally
responsible because one of
the prisoners stabbed a guard
during a scuffle.

The two were present in the
Pen visiting area on January
28 when the five prisoners
smashed through a reinforced
glass partition with a sledge-
hammer. The five, armed
with a gun and a knife, had
apparently worked out a well-
coordinated plan to over-
power the guards there and to
make their escape out of the
visitors’ entrance.

But the attempt aborted
when the guards managed to
get away, locking in 13
visitors—including Wood
and Hoon—who were taken
as hostages. In the longest
such siege in Canadian prison
history, the ensuing deadlock
held firm for a week while
negotiations were conducted
between the prisoners and
police, until finally the
hostages were released
unharmed and the prisoners
returned to solitary.

RITA BROWN GETS 25 YEARS FOR BANK JOBS

within the group.

Since her arrest, Brown has
been kept in motion by the
authorities in order to
minimize contact with her
friends and supporters.
However, it appears certain
she is to be lodged at Alder-
son Women’s Prison in
West Virginia, 3000 miles
from home.

The assistant U.S:
Attorney in Seattle has said
she will definitely be indicted
there, but no date for her
appearance has been set yet.
A low-key harrassment

campaign by the FBI is in
progress against the Seattle
Left, and it could be cranked
up if a full-scale investigative
grand jury gets the go-ahead.
(More info from Rita
Brown Defense Committee,
Box 22204, Seattle, Wash.
98122. For copies of the GJB
manifesto and other
background material, contact
Left Bank Books, 92 Pike
Street, Seattle, Wash. 98101.
To contact Brown directly,
write her at the Federal
Correctional Institution,
Alderson, W.V. 24910).

Gays Thwart

Backlash

When Anita Bryant re-
cently visited Toronto she
was greeted by what The
Body Politic, the Toronto
gay paper, called ‘‘the most
broadly-based, politically
diverse collection of gay,
feminist and lesbian groups
yet seen in this country.’’ The
rally and demonstrations they
put together were the largest
gay events ever held in
English-Canada.

The most exciting aspect of
the rally, which attracted
over 1,000 people, was the
clear recognition of the
common interests of both
gays and women in meeting
this attempt to send men and
women back into the narrow
social-sexual roles of the
patriarchy. A second demon-
stration of over 600 people
was held the next evening
while Anita spoke, sang and
oozed goodness to 3,000
people at the ‘People’s Chur-
ch.’

The Bryant campaign was
only part of the increasing
reaction against gay libera-
tion in Canada. The move-
ment, which has generally
concentrated on a strategy of
gay rights, has come under
increasing attack by the
media and police.

Two thousand gays,
lesbians and straights took to
the streets of Montreal last
October to protest the arrests
of 146 men during a raid on a
gay bar. The Montreal riot
squad responded by driving
side-car- equipped motor-
cycles at high speed into the
crowd. And the gays fought
back.

In Toronto, the sex-slaying
of a 12-year-old boy by four
gay men last summer has
been used to discredit all
gays. Apparently, the fact
that the men were also em-
ployees of a heterosexual
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Wood and Hoon were im-
mediately arrested, with the
authorities alleging that
Wood had arranged for a car
to be parked right outside the
visitors’entrance and that
Hoon had smuggled in the
gun. At their arraignment,
the prosecution tried to have
them detained in custody un-
til trial on the grounds they
were a menace to society, but
the court was obliged to
spring them on bail after 65
letters of reference from
friends and acquaintances
were submitted testifying to
their long-standing pacifist
sentiments.

Both Wood and Hoon said
later they came in to prison
work because of their experi-
ences in the women’s move-
ment. Said Wood: ““I found
the isolation of women at
home and men in solitary to

body-rub parlour is deemed
irrelevant.

It was in this climate that
Metropolitan Toronto Police
raided the offices of Body
Politic at the end of Decem-
ber. They laid charges against
Pink Triangle Press, the pub-
lisher of the paper, and three
people named as officers of
the corporation, on charges
of possessing and publishing
obscene material. The raid
was obviously an attempt to
keep the newspaper from
publishing. Police seized
twelve boxes of files contain-
ing subscription lists, copy
for the next issue, distribution
records, financial files, and
copies of the book Loving
Men.

An article titled ‘‘Men
Loving Boys Loving Men’’
which is a partially fiction-
alized account of three men
and their loving-sexual
relations with teenage boys
was the pretext for the raid. It
refutes many of the old myths
about pedophilia which have
been used by the Save Our
Children Inc. campaign in
Miami.

Feminists, although sup-
portive of Body Politic, were
generally critical of the article
because it didn’t deal with
uneven power aspects of
adult-child relationships.
Body Politic responded that,
‘““We are not talking about
assault when we discuss
youth sexuality. We are
discussing consensual ac-
tivity.”’

The Kitchener Regional
Anarchist Party (KRAP) ad-
ded their support to the gay
campaign by fumbling their
way through their first pastry
action. Evelyn Koolontai
finally took decisive action,
partially in response to the
boredom of sitting through
two church services, and
splattered Paul Smith, the
pastor of the People’s Chur-
ch, with a coconut cream pie.
Smith was chosen because of
his role in bringing in Anita
Bryant as an outside agitator.

Body Politic was not
finished off by the police
raids. They managed to
recompile enough of their
mailing list and copy to go
on. They have received sup-
port from gay, lesbian,
feminist and left organiza-
tions in Toronto for their
trial which is set for June 26.
Keep in touch with Body
Politic, or send them finan-
cial assistance, by writing to
them at Box 7829, Station A,
Toronto, Ontario MSW 1X9.

be strikingly similar. In many
cases the women with the
greatest need for day-care,
abortions, jobs, welfare,
what-have-you, were those
whose husbands or com-
panions were in prison.”’

The two face a preliminary
hearing beginning June 12th
to determine whether the
State has a credible case. The
trial will probably be
scheduled for the Fall.

The five prisoners, who are
all facing similar charges, will
go to trial on May 29th.
Meanwhile, most of them
have already been transferred
to solitary cells at the super-
maximum ‘‘hostage-takers’
unit” at Millhaven Peniten-
tiary in Bath, Ont.

(More info from Solitary
Confinement Abolition
Project, Box 758, Station A,
Vancouver, B.C.).




