The anti-nuke movement
has gained extensive support
in the post-Harnsburg era.
The nightmare of the acci-
dent itself, the fumbling of
the emergency operations
and the blatant attempt to
cover-up the seriousness of
the affair have exposed more
clearly than ever that the nuc-
lear industry is founded on
lies. :

Although the scramble 1s
on to rebuild credibility, the
whole world has reacted to
Harrisburg. In Germany,
100,000 people demonstrated
at a nuclear waste storage
plant under construction
near Hanover. In France,
saboteurs blew up millions of
dollars of nuclear equipment
bound for Holland, Belgium
and West Germany *‘to avoid
future Harrisburgs™. The
May 6 March on Washington
(D.C.) was attended by
80,000.

“ACCEPTABLE LEVELS”

The total damage to the
people and to the environ-
ment in the Harrisburg area
will not be known for at least
a generation. The increased
cancer rates in the population
won't be evident im-
mediately, so nuclear-power
proponents will continue to
proclaim that people are not
in danger. The myth of “ac-
ceptable levels™ of radiation
is being supported and rein-
forced by governments that
suppress information. In the
U.S., for example, studies of
workers at the Hansford,
Washington nuclear power
plant were halted when re-
sults began showing signific-
antly higher cancer rates
among workers and ex-
workers. In Canada, amid
reassuring cries of ““Harris-
burg can’t happen here™, the
Atomic Energy Control
Board is currently consider-
ing recommendations for
drastic reductions in public
safety standards in the event
of a nuclear accident. In
British Columbia, the Hous-
ing Commission has disre-
garded the united opposition
of environmental and senior
citizen's groups and is instal-
ling a radioactive type of
smoke detector in provincial
housing complexes (contain-
ing Americium 241).

RADIATION

In spite of the continuing
high cancer and birth-defects
rate in Japan.and in Nevada
where atmospheric testing
occured, governments and
industry ignore the fact that
exposure to any level of radi-
ation is both damaging and
cumulative. This dangerous
situation is created and per-
petuated by the industry in
their handling of nuclear
waste. Since there is no safe
way to either store or neut-
ralize it, the legacy looms of
an unmanageable and nearly
endless problem-containing
ever-increasing amounts of
deadly radioactive material

for the next 250,000 years,
with inevitable toxicity to the
population and environment.

While the increase in op-
position to nuclear power
since Harrisburg is cause for
elation, anti-nuke groups and
related organizations in
North America are increas-
ing their opposition to all
steps in the nuclear cycle. In
British Columbia, Canada,
citizens’ groups at proposed
mine sites in Clearwater have
forced a province-wide In-
quiry into the safety of
uranium mining and an ac-
companying moratorium on

exploration until the inquiry

is completed.
NAVAJO LAND

In the US, 55% of known
uranium reserves are on
Navajo land and characteris-
tically a high percentage of
miners are Navajo Indians.
Many have developed
cancer. The American In-
dian Movement (AIM) is
demanding that the threat
uranium poses to miners and
all the environment be stop-
ped.

The trade unions, tradi-
tionally pro-nuke, are begin-
ning to oppose the industry.
At a convention held by the
United Steel Workers'
largest district recently, de-
legates adopted a resolution
that nuclear power genera-
tion “should be opposed by
the USW and should be con-
sidered unsafe, uneconomic
and an unviable option.” The
resolution goes on to advo-
cate solar and wind power al-
ternatives, pointing out that
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they will create many more
jobs than auclear power.
Feminist energy 1s an ac-
tive force in the movement.
Groups, such as the Feminist
Anti-Nuclear Task Force
(1747 Connecticut Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20009)
focus on the serious repro-
ductive hazards posed by
nuclear power. They call

upon women to recognize
and resist the violence of the

industry which reflects and
perpetuates the exploitation
to which women are sub-
jected.

Anti-nuke actions are
planned throughout the com-
ing months, at nuclear reac-
tor plants in many U.S.
states, at the proposed site

Indu

by Joy Scott

The first round of a major
battle against the nuclear in-
dustry was recently won in
Oklahoma city when Karen
Silkwood’s estate was
awarded $10.5 million in
damages. In 1974, Silkwood,
d plutonium plant worker

- was killed in a car accident

At the time of her death, she
had been investigating safety
violations at the plant oper-
ated by Kerr-McGee and
charged that she herself was
contaminated with
plutonium. She was enroute
to a meeting with union (Oil,
Chemical and Atomic work-
ers) officialsanda N.Y.Times
reporter when her car
crashed. Many supporters
believe that the accident was
engineered, the cir-
cumstances around her death
will be investigated in a
further court action.

LEAKY GASKETS

The decision last month
made Kerr-McGee liable for

tious and purposeful way in
this movement, there may
for nuclear waste storage in ot be another time. ]
Oregon, and against the in Al
stallation of Trident missiles touch with th f :
Most will involve civil dis- not ji the o
obedience of some kind, movement. this
either obstruction or entr nent N
ance.(For info. contact the et
Pacific Life Community 3255
Heather St, Vancouver For on
B.C., Canada, and Clam- - Peace New
shell Alliance, 62 Congress  Cali ' Rd., Lond 3
Silkwood's off-site contami- in 1972 as a lab technician

nation. The company’s wil-
nesses testified that the plant
was safe, and accused
Stlkwood, a union organizer,
of deliberately contaminating
herself togive Kerr-Mc Gee a
bad name, This outrageous
suggestion was ripped to
shreds by co-workers who
described the company's
grossly inadequate safety
procedures. There had been
severdl cases where leak)y
gaskets and other faulty
equipment had been re-
ported. Rather than shut
down “‘hot’ production
areas, respirators that only
screened out fractions of
radioactive dust were issued
In fact, the plant itself was
shut down in 1975 because
Kerr-Mc Gee refused to
comply with new federal
safety standards.

WORKERS’ HEALTH

Silkwood’s concern for her
own and other worker’s
health began soon after she
started working at the plant
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Her investigations led her to
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the dlux‘.wgi\; that quality

control records were bel

ng
\}.‘\li‘f‘%‘wﬂ'\;i”‘n falsified. The
plant’s deadly plutonium
product-rods for nuclear
reactors were being shipped

out for use when the com-
pany Knew they
adequately sealed. The po-
tential danger to workers and
to the general population was

ENormous
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ACCOUNTABLE
I'he recent court case dealt
only with the fact of

Silkwood's contamination
But the decision which holds
the nuclear
countable for that contami-
nation, may eventually cost
hundreds of millions of dol-
lars. It is expected that other
suits will be brought against
the industry regarding
broad range of health prob-
lems caused by radiation.
The decision may accelerate
the official classification ol
radiation as a public health
hazard.

industry ac-




