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On March 31, there were
world-wide demonstrations
_ |of solidarity in the struggle
{for reproductive freedom. In
- {18 countries women de-
manded unrestricted access
to abortion and other
~ |methods of birth control, and
~ lan end to sterilization abuse.

The demos expressed a re-
newal of energy for an old
struggle and a significant
broadening of awareness.
The process of controlling
the means of reproduction
has affected women of diffe-
Irent classes and races in
|ways that have obscured our

- lcommon oppression. Some
lof us are forced, by restricted

“laccess to abortion and con-
{traception, and by a climate
ithat fosters motherhood as
an inalienable duty. to bear
children against our will.
{Others of us have been sys-
tematically and significantly
denied the possibility of hav-
ing children altogether.

What we’ve learned is that
the state manipulates all
'women and our potential
children as commodities in
the political power mar-
ketplace.

STOP FORCED STERILIZATIO

ALTO A ESTERILIZACION FIRZAW

In Latin America, under
the guise of controlling popu-
lation growth in order to re-
duce hunger and poverty,
mass sterilization is prom-
oted as the major method of
birth control. In Guatemala,
49% of the family planning
budget goes for sterilization;
in Columbia, 40,000 women
were sterilized in a two year
period; in Bolivia, one mill-
ion women were sterilized
‘within six years. A common

|practice is to offer small cash
|incentives to the families for
|the surgery. US funds for de-
velopmem (AID) to these
|and other countries are tied
{to sterilization programmes
hich are often operated by
 |Peace Corps and World
|Health Organization staff.

POPULATION CONTROL

, - Organized women in Latin
Amenca denounce the prog-
|rammes whose real goals,
- |they say, are to reduce the
T umber of potentially re-
olutlonary workers while

_“ ‘7 naintaining a market for US
~ |products and a workforce un-

3

A
% iterrupted by childbearing
:{';' nd rearing.
| The genocidal face of
i‘u, dpulation control is trans-
~ |parent in Puerto Rico where
35% of the women of
_ |childbearing age have been
|sterilized. Statistics reveal
j,*vw in the US 20% of black
- |married women have been
~ [Sterilized (three times as
nmany as white married wo-

A member of the Native
1erican Solidarity Com-
ittee testified that steriliza-
on  has seriously en-
ngered the survival of the
ative American nation. She

estimates that 19% of the Na-
tive Americans of childbear-
ing age had been sterilized by
1975, many without their
consent or knowledge.
Numbers of cases where
threats to withhold welfare
cheques unless sterilization
takes place, are coming to
light in North America.

COERCION

Itis in the areas of consent
and coercion that major op-
position to sterilization abuse
is being made. Groups such
as the Committee to End
Sterilization Abuse (CESA,
Box A244 Cooper Station,
'NY, NY 10003, USA) and
Women Against Steriliza-
tion Abuse (WASA, 3619
Baring St., Philadelphia, Pa.
19104, USA) have been
primarily responsible for the
US Dept. of Health Educa-
tion and Welfare's develop-
ment of guidelines for sterili-
zation which include consent
forms in the woman’s own
language, a lengthy (up to six
months) waiting period with
counselling, and the stipula-
tion that consent cannot be
obtained while the woman is
in labour.

The other form of popula-

| tion control is violent opposi-

tion to demands for unre-
stricted access to abortion by
those women, North Ameri-

| can, European and others

who represent the dominant
culture. Some examples are
blatant, such as in Zimbabwe

ABORTION AND STERILIZATION

“Keep Your Laws Off My Body”

where state birth control ser-

vices are limited to black,

people only.

In North America, opposi-
tion to abortion is intensify-
ing. In British Columbia,
women health workers dis-

covered recently that previ-

ously cooperative doctors
were refusing referrals for

“therapeutic™ (i.e. legal)
abortions. In the USA an
abortion clinic in

Hempstead, Long Island
was burned to the ground in

February, the 15th clinic to
be destroyed in the past year.

In addition to this, the 1974
Supreme Court decision,
that made abortion available
to US women, is under seri-
ous attack and state funding
for abortion has been with-
drawn in 39 states in the last
two years. The Civil Rights
Commission has been muz-
zled from producing research
or publishing information in
the area of abortion. Also,
anti-abortion forces have
launched a campaign, gener-

NEW WAYS OF DOING IT

\

assisted by a half mill-
grant from the
Catholic Church, for a
Human Rights Amendment,
which would legally define
the fetus as a human being
from conception.

Far from preserving life
(and the status quo) it is esti-
mated that the climate of hys-
terta and legal obstruction
has already caused the
deaths of hundreds of women
from self-induced abortion
and thousands have suffered
from medical complications.

ously
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Unions That Work

Recently in Vancouver,
Canada, a battle was waged
which clearly illustrates both
the problems and strengths of
union organizing. The As-
sociated University and Col-
lege Employees Union
'(AUCE) Local 2 decided to
take on the administration of
Simon Fraser University and
the government rather than
settle for a contract which did
not even come close to meet-
ing the current rate of infla-
tion. Since AUCE has a
membership of only 683
workers, mostly women, and
1s. not affihated with any of
the larger traditional labour
bodies, this decision was re-
garded by many as a suicidal
move by the local. Despite
this sentiment, AUCE won
their strike, not necessarily
in terms of their demands.,
but in terms of their united
spirit. Instead of relying on
the established union
bureaucracies for strategy,
the union created its own.
Opting for confrontation
rather than co-option the
union blocked off the entr-
ance to the university pre-
venting faculty and students
from attending classes. They
also, in an attempt to address
their isolation as campus
workers, leafletted offices
downtown. Links were made
between the struggles of
workers on campus for a de-
cent contract, students or-
ganizing against university
cut-backs and all office

workers. Women's federa-

tions and organizations,
other independent unions,
students groups and even the
Teaching Support Staff or-
ganization on campus
(TSSU) recognized this as
their struggle and joined the
picket line.

The AUCE strike created
a sense of unity between
workers, students and
women in the battle for free-
dom and control over their
lives. This unity can not be
realized if the structures
created to fight these battles
become so large and
bureaucratic that they pre-
vent dialogue and sharing of
experience.

What becomes increas-
ingly clear is that these links,
if recognized in the past, are
not being made today by the
traditional trade wunion
movement. There has been
no attempt on the part of the
large unions to organize trad-
itional female occupations
such as the clerical or service
industries, nor has there been
solid support for those un-
ions which have developed in
these kinds of work places.
This failure and unwilling-
ness to represent women
with anything but a token
gesture reflects the attitude
that women are transient
workers and therefore are
not to be taken seriously. If
anything, women’s partici
pation in the work force and
within unions has been ac-
tively campaigned against by
men threatened with the pos-

sibility of lowered wages and
loss of their jobs. The situa-
tion is becoming more absurd
as the numbers of women en-
tering the work force in-
creases yearly, (60% in-
crease in the last 10 years in
Canada).

VEHICLE OF CHANGE

Unions did originally rep-
resent a powerful vehicle of
change for male workers
since it put them in direct op-
position to the interests of the
state. But, with every gain
made in better working con-
ditions, higher wages and
shorter hours, with every
concession made by the state
in the interests of maintaining
its own power, the gap bet-
ween worker and owner be-
came less apparent. Unions
were bought off and came to
see power as something to
gain in itself rather than to
use to change society.

This tug of war between
workers acting in their own
interests and union bosses
acting for the state often ex-
presses itself in the blatant
sabotage of rank and file
struggles by the unions. An
example of this was the re-
cent postal strike in Canada
where the postal workers
defied a government order to
return to work after having
been on strike for only two
days. The Canadian Labour
Congress, an umbrella body
representing most of the
larger Canadian unions, re-
fused to support the strike,

coming out in public against
the union for having defied
the law. The ‘posties’ re-
turned to work a lot wiser
about who to rely on when
the battle is raging.

TRIPARTISM

In Germany, a strong-hold
of tripartism, the recent steel
strike by 1G Metall was
brought to premature end by
the union leadership when it
looked like the membership
was going to vote to stay out
on strike against the recom-
mendation of the executive.
The reason for this sellout
was clear. The government
did not want a precedent set
for other labour disputes and
the union did not want to tar-
nish the image of peaceful
co-existence between labour
and government in Ger-
many.

Once the entrenchment
and co-option of union lead-
ership becomes evident to us
as workers and the impossi-
bility of achieving radical
change for women through
unions becomes clear to us as
feminists, we are left with the
realization that we must
create alternatives for ourse-
Ives. As working feminists
we understand that our fight
Is for a complete re-definition
of ‘work’. Women have al-
ways worked, but that work
has been largely unpaid and
in a society based on monet-
ary exchange this work has
been deemed valueless.
When women do enter the

For example, last year 25,000
Mexican women, the major-
ity between 17 and 25, died as
a result of illegal abortions
according to official statis-
tics.

Women are fighting back.
In Turin, Italy, feminists oc- |
cupied a gynecological hospi-
tal for a whole week in
November because doctors
were refusing to do abortions
despite the new law permit-
ting them. As a result, the
waiting list was reduced from
180 to 40 during the occupa-
tion.

MILITANT RESPONSE

Underground referral sys-
tems continue such as that|
which assisted 75,000 women |
in having legal abortions in |
Holland last vear.and militant |
groups such as ARM (Abor- |
tion Rights Movement) have |
Sprung up in response to es- |
calating Lm[i-ll‘m]’*‘-n ac-
tions. Others, armed with |
tools developed h) health |
movement feminists, are in- |
venting simple procedures |
for early abortion such as
menstrual extraction. Also,
herbal techniques for abor-
tion are re-surfacing. |
Through coalitions such as |
those who participated in the
actions on March 31, women
are uniting in our refusal to
allow the battle, over and
with our bodies, to continue.

(Contact: Abortion Rights
Movement, 1112 Crenshaw
Blvd., L.A. Calif. 90005)

work force they find them-
selves carrying a double bur-
den, a job in the home and
ong outside of it. The union’s)
answer to this i1s to demand
more work rather than more
pay and less work. So we are
organizing ourselves. New
kinds of unions are forming
such as the Service, Office
and Retail Workers Union
of Canada which is a small
feminist union organizing in
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