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On March 23rd in Pans,
~ 100.000 steel workers and
 supporters marched through
" the streets. This was the
climax to a growing struggle
" between the government and
. the steel workers over fac-
tory closures and lay-offs.

Earlier, in January, a gen-
eral strike brought the whole
of the Lorraine region to a
halt. Other strikes amongst
jron ore miners, coal miners
and public service workers
have been successful and in
Longwy. 20.000 out of 30,000
workers demonstrated
against the cuts.

However, the demonstra-
tions have been viewed as an
attempt by the unions to keep
control in a situation that has
increasingly made them less
powerful. In fact, the two
main unions, the CGT (the
Confederation of Labor) and
the CFDT (the French
Democratic Confederation
of Labor) have lost hundreds
of members recently. For
example, fifty-five per cent of
CGT members in the metal-
lurgic industry in the depart-
ment of Moselle and 209 of
the CFDT members, did not
rencw their union cards in

1978, according to one
source.
- MILITANT WORKER

This does not necessarily

* mean that the working class
is demoralized. In fact. it has
been seen to mean that they

- UNIONS LOSE
~ CONTROL?

France

ment has said a further 20.000
Jobs will be cut between now
and 1980’

Workers have, as a result,
become very militant. So
much so that the Longwy
police station was besieged
by hundreds of workers in
protest against the police
clearance of a steel worker-
occupied local television sta-
tion. The local union ‘lead-
ers’ failed to persuade the
workers to go home, but la-
ter, one report says, a CP
(Communist Party) member
of Parliament successfully
persuaded them to leave.
Whatever happened it ap-
pears that every attempt was
being made on the left to pre-
vent further militancy
amongst the workers. An
added factor is that the CP
has a reputation for being
nationalistic, a direction
which counteracts what
many feel is a need to estab-
lish a European-wide strug-
gle amongst workers. The
French steel workers, for
example, have taken up the
demands of the German steel
workers for a 35-hour week
with no decrease in pay.

AUTONOMOUS GROUPS

This situation in France is
seen by some as a result of a
government in power that
was elected largely because
of the divisions amongst the
workers’ organisations. Al-

so, there are many immig-
rant workers in France, sub-
Ject to governmental direc-

mmmg more aware .tives but not entitled to vote.
that the unions are merely a- The result is a large working

means of controlling protest.
This, in a year when wages
were the worst in ten vears
(1978), social security was
reduced and taxation was in-
creased: the spending power
_of the workers was reduced
by 2%. Factories have been
closed. causing lay-offs and
many immigrants have been
forced home. In the steel in-
dustry alone, where some of
the most militant action has
been taking place. 30.000
Jobs have been cut between
1972 and 1978. The govern-

_ groups,

population who do not sup-
port the government.

Thus the autonomous
emerging from the
anti-authoritanan left of the
1968 upsurge once again have
sought to act. Though they
appear from all accounts to
be mainly men. they have
given out communiques say-
ing they are against the gov-
ernment which they see as
“fascist. racist and sexist™.

On March 23rd in the big
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Fighting in the streets of Paris
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operation that exists between
countries (capitalist and so-
called ‘communist’, alike)*
to eliminate active state op-
position (and its supporters).
For example,
1975, the Council of Europe
met to discuss ways in which
the nine common market
countries could co-operate to
combat the ““guerilla”. Two
meetings followed, attended
by the Interior Ministers of
each country—the first in
Luxembourg in June 1976,

the second in London May
1977.

In March 1978 it was an-
nounced that Britain had
launched an International
Training Programme on
counter-terrorist operations.
That this programme has
been fully put into action
cannot be doubted. One indi-
cation of this is the fact that
the head of the “anti-terrorist’
unit in Ireland. Superinten-
dent Patrick Doocey of the

*e.g: Some RAF members were
picked up in Bulgana, due to Bulga-
nan police co-operation.

SQUATTING IN EUROPE
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group of women impatient
*"vnth the amount of time the
- usual bureaucratic channels
_,were taking to decide
thelher they could have the
~ house. By the time the deci-
llon came to be made, the
~ﬂel'm'e was already part of the
- local community and so they
& allowed to stay.
- Now that squatting is il-
l, many squatters have
Peen allowed to remain be-
‘?gause housing authorities
~ don’t know what else to do
~ With them. The alternative of
having a street population
Suddenly increased by 50,000
~ Overnight is possibly a factor
uading them to ignore
law at their convenience.
y they don’t like to admit
glu that most squatters are in
fact doing their job for them
~ and doing it cheaply and
3 more efficiently. Even after
the Criminal Trespass Act
ne in, housing authorities

‘Sweden

were still refernng homeless
people to the Squatters Ad-
visory Service—which
worked something like an al-
ternative housing agency.

BLOCK PLANNERS

In Amsterdam, too, there
are around 10,000-15,000
squatters and the squatting
movement has been success-
ful in preventing planners
and developers from de-
molishing houses to build
hotels, offices and roads, etc.
One such occasion was when
Bovis Properties planned to
build a huge hotel in the
Nieuwmarket area of
Amsterdam after England
joined the European
Economic Community.
They were prevented from
doing so by the squatters and
their large support. Now the
buildings, which were to be
demolished are lived in by
over a hundred people who
have converted them into
homes and workshops. The

latest battle has been oppos-
ing the building of office
blocks—with a slogan that
read **250,000 metres of
empty office space versus,
60,000 homeless people.™

Squatting in Europe has
been gaining slow but certain
victories against property
speculators and inefficient
callous bureaucracies, and in
some cases gaining support
from increasingly disillus-
sioned and frustrated tenants
or potential tenants.

GRASS ROOTS

Housing is a basic need
that affects us all—so any
movement around housing
has the potential for mass
support. As land for living on
becomes rarer and post-

industnial societies go down- |
hill for want of any other di- |
rection to go, housing prob- |

lems will increase. Squatting
iIs a grass roots demand for
one of our basic needs. May
it continue to spread.

Germany

Special Garda Task Force,
was trained in Germany.
Where countries clearly
have the same political and
economic objectives, It 1s
obvious that they will also

have in common the need to
protect them and to eliminate
opposition. Immunity from
extradition on ‘political
grounds”™ will, therefore, no
longer be applicable, since

what is considered an offence
against the institutions of one
country will be similarly re-
garded by all the rest.

“It’s their attempt to sell

me back as a terrorist.” As-
trid Proll.

Friends of Astrid
Proll PO Box 174, London
E3 England.
Berster Defense Commit-
tee, Box 144, Winooski.
Vermont 05404 U.S.A.

in December |

‘Maria Light—an artist well

cause
and upset about a man who
had been bothering her™.

At the time of the incident
she was visiting her father.

| who three days later called

the doctors. Despite the fact
that she had calmed down by
then. they insisted on detain-

 ing her under Section 26 of

the Act. According to this
section, she can be held for
up to a year for “treatment”’

FRIENDS CAMPAIGN

George Firsoff, a friend of
Maria’s. campaigning for her
release. says that the Act
stipulmes that a patlent

damemal factor in what 15

ental alth  who are rehosp:ta!lzed wrth
“she had been angry

War Waged on Rage

those who aren’t. Those who
are, had refused to function
domestically in terms of
cleaning. cooking, childcare
and shopping!

In Maria’s case she has
been labelled schiz-
ophrenic—a label that has
been challenged by R.D.
Laing and a number of other
‘anti-psychiatrists’™ as not
being so much a medical
diagnosis as a social and
political judgement.

Apparently, there is no-
thing in Maria’s behaviour
that could even live up to the
definition of ‘disturbed be-
haviour™ as it has been de-

- scribed. Oneuméem,wmch '
- resulted in Mr arrest md

_control’. Maria has been ap-

pred!ctable substafﬁc@‘ Wi

- \' hvc :

dangerous side effects.

Maria's only recourse is a
tribunal which according to a
mental health organization
called MIN D (1975). reverses
the original decision of the |
doctorin only a small number
of cases.

DEVIANT BEHAVIOUR

Tribunals. in any case take |
a long time to happen and by
the time they do, the person
in question may already have
spent a considerable number
of weeks or months in the
mental hospital. It is possible
that such a situation, particu-
larly if it happened to some-
one suddenly and with no
warning, could actually
cause a person to believe
_ they were going insane. It
tould certainly add 10 any
~stress mcmm m thw




