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PRIVACY PROMOTES PROBLEMS

The Lonel

by Georgia Sanger

Two people who were
central members of a local
worker-controlled industry
ended their intimate relation-
ship. They had always acted
in a business-hike manner at
work and assumed that their
relationship had nothing to
do with the rest of the collec-
tive. Shortly after they broke

up. the industry folded,
largely because they were
'MH-\PEJKIH:[l‘CAQh other
Obviously their private hfe
had a lot to do with the rest of
the collective and the CO-0p
community as a whole.

An anarchist community

in the mid-west established a
structure to deal with situa-
tions like the one described
above. Members agreed to
participate in each others
lives 1n very concrete ways
Anyone who thought that an
interpersonal struggle in the
community was interfering
with the work of the group
could request a meeting to
deal specifically with that
‘problem’. It could be one of
the major participants who
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called attention to the situa-
tion or someone else who

was concerned. Everyone

agreed to try and be open to
hearing advice and sugges-
tions from their friends and

co-workers. For example: if

it was felt that the decision to
“open up” a particular rela-
tionship was creating tension
and anxiety for a number of

Maintaining a correct, up
to date line on lesbian activ-
ity is very much like trying to
fix a predictable pattern for
wave movements along the
shore: there i1sn't one. The
winds of fashion are change-
able, and attitudes and ac-
tions regarded for a time as
exciting or appropriate can
just as likely be seen as bor-
ing, ineffective, or deranged.
As feminists who reject mass
culture, rebels living in
enemy territory, we have no,
or few, models for ourselves.
It is natural to therefore seek
reassurance amongst our
friends, and such groups can
be nurturing and valuable to
those in the inner circle of
warmth. Too often we are re-
luctant to branch out into al-

ternatives that might not be
immediately acceptable to
our group. Only by finding
our uniqueness, but at the
same time broadening our
outlook, can we be ahead of
The Man; can we avoid co-
optation of our values; can
we achieve really revolutio-
nary alternatives.

STARRY-EYED

For a long time after com-
ing out | remained, if not
exactly starry-eyed, defin-
itely firmly entrenched in the
belief that ‘lesbian women
are all perfect’. That fond
hope was shattered by the re-
ality, that lesbians are fallible
and vulnerable to mistakes
like everybody else. The
tightly cloistered; almost in-
cestuous, more-lesbian-
than-thou attitude I soon
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people. those most interested
would meet to openly discuss
just how this situation had
evolved. The meeting would
attempt to come up with con-
crete proposals to be tried
and then discussed again.
The community called this
process the deprivatization
of their personal lives.

In many North American

recognized as prevalent (you
could say rampant) in our
communities, acts as a bar-
rier as well as a deferiSe. It is
this attitude that is the basis
of separatism.

This attitude reflects our
very real need to protect our-
selves from a world that we
too often encounter as hos-
tile, and stems from the very
nature of our experience as
‘The Other’. More than this,
refusing our collusion and
separating ourselves from
the mind-set of the oppres-
sor, is a necessary part of
polarization and realign-
ment. Free from the repres-
sive influence of stigma and
authoritarian dogma, it is
good to reveal ourselves to
one another, to create alter-
nate ways of freeing ourse-
Ives from the dictatorship of
mass culture. In fact, it is
good to take this even
further, to cultivate a sense
of our separate selves, and
the connections between our
need for solitude and the
equally powerful need for
community. And we know
who we are. . .

We are the ones who must
choose, with every en-
counter, either to insulate
our involvement or to con-
tinue to challenge the pat-
riarchal mind-set. Our choice
to identify as lesbian is
deeper than sexual prefer-
ence. Coming out is a politi-
cal statement. When we free
our minds and energies for
loving women, we are saying
a strong clear NO to the very
basis of our oppression: the
lie that woman's pleasure is
dependent on and subser-
vient to man'’s.

PLEASURE DEBASED

I use the word pleasure de-
liberately, knowing too well
how it has been debased.
Pleasure is not merely an
aimless pastime. How we
take our pleasure is the bed-
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centres, women are forming
problem solving groups to
confront the areas they
define as problematic in their
lives. Composed of friends
and co-workers, the groups
are partially modelled on
Hogie Wykoff's “*Solving
Women's Problems.” They
provide a leaderless but
structured environment for
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rock of our lives. Asserting
our autonomy and integrity is
how we choose sides. The
methods we employ, the pro-

cess by which we intend to

achieve our revolutionary
goals, will vary. Separatist
solutions to our problems
may save or replenish our
energy for a while (especially
if we can muster the neces-
sary amount of righteous in-
dignation) but in the long run,
separatism is a diversion and

by Emma Lazarus

The facts of our spiritual
oppression may be the last
thing we consider when we
go down the list of how we
are exploited. When we
examine how our century has
facilitated the ultimate denial
of spirit, as manifested in the
soulless systems set up to
contain and control our lives,
it quickly becomes evident
just how pervasive this op-
pression really i1s. Even the
words we use to express our-
selves and convey informa-
tion, belong to the vocabul-
ary of oppression.

ORGANIZED RELIGION

Once a basis of unity for
social cohesion and resis-
tance to temporal authority,
the link between the known
(the material world, which
can be regulated) and the un-
known (the spiritual world,
which cannot be controlled),
organized religion has been
used mainly as a weapon to
keep our spirits in line. What
had initially developed as a
method of communication
with the mysterious to ensure
protection and favour, has

working through many of the
ongoing conflicts we all face
in our daily lives.

People are beginning to
recognise that a commitment
to the destruction of private
property and the end of com-
petition as motivating factors
in the world, implies a com-
mitment to radical alterna-
tives to those systems. The
alternatives include com-
munal living environments
and deprivatized personal
lives. In fact, a lot of us treat
our private lives as though
they were the last vestige of
private property.

In some ways giving up
parts of what we have
learned to call our private
lives is even harder than shar-
ing more tangible things. For
example, talk of sharing total
childrearing and the details of
our personal relationships
with our community can
touch off old responses of
mistrust and withdrawal,
even in people who manage
to live comfortably in an in-
come pool.

Even when the mood and

consequently a threat to the
real and not the fancied liber-
ation of women. ,

The danger of separatism
is that to a certain extent it
really works. Retreat from a
situation and it doesn’t take
long for its significance to
fade. Yes, it is necessary to
immunize ourselves, not to
fall into the trap of complic-
ity. We must be clear and
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been perverted by those who
have already secured all the
protection that collusion with
authority affords. The cere-
monies and symbolic acts
once charged with meaning
and power have degenerated
into a rigid series of hypocrit-
ical formula and platitudes.
Little wonder that so many of
us have become turned off,
suspicious and reluctant to
examine concepts not seen as
valid or even appropriate.

CONDITIONING

The remarkable thing is,
that we have survived, one
way or another, the harsh-
ness of our conditioning. No
matter how we are confined,
it is possible to struggle free
of the influences of oppres-
sion, and formulate our own
ideals. Spirit can be broken,
but it never can be control-
led. This is the basis of our
strength and certitude, the
power of our spirit to trans-
cend our personal prisons, to
link us in revolution against
all that has kept us in chains.

In creating the revolution,
we are participating in the re-
clamation of our spirit. To
bring this about, our task is to

the tone of our whole we
experience is significantly ef-
fected. the tendency is notto
tell and not to ask about **pri-
vate life”". This is true in most
work settings and true many

times over in a collective.'%. !
there is no access tokt:rg
source of our co-workers
moods then there is no chance
to work out the difficulties
that multiply when feelings
are not dealt with. Lack of
clarity easily leads to confu-
sion and misunderstanding
and ultimately diminishes
our ability to control major
aspects of our lives. We need
to learn how to trust each
other so that our right to
know what is happening is
recognized and our contribus

tion to the solution is possi-
ble.

REPLACING FAMILY

Not only at work but also
at home we want to change
traditional limits of private
responsibility. Replacing the
nuclear family involves more
than taking responsibility,
even willingly, for childcare
at meetings and public
events. It involves a
longterm serious commit-
ment on the part of the non-
biological parent as well as
the desire of the biological
parent(s) to give up the power

,of that final say: so that
everyone can share equally
in all aspects of parenting
from playing to decision-
making. (For a detailed dis-
cussion on collective ne-
ing. see Open Road Summer
*78)

The deprivatization of our
lives i1s an attempt to bridge
the gap that keeps us still di-
vided. The process demands
courage and honesty and
faith in ourselves and in those
with whom we are working to
create a future free of secrets
and shame.

recover the power ripped off
and used against us for so
long by the patriarchal estab-
lishment. To do this we must
begin to tap in to that power
for our own development and
use. Spiritual development is
not something done to us or
for us, but the result of much
effort, awareness, and integ-
ration. Technique in itself
cannot be a solution. It is di-
fficult, for ignorance, an-
tagonism, and confusion
have effectively cut us of
from the collective spirit and
we can only guess, intuit, or
struggle to express '
deeper impulse that we hope-
fully identify as spiritual. It1s
the spiritual survivor in our-

selves that we must trust 0
give us the criteria on how 10
proceed. By opening to this
deeper impulse, we eventu

ally bring the virtue and
power of the spirit to the ser

vice of our work, which is’
dismantle the structures
our oppression. We wa
more than the meagre ¢
mands of today’s cons
system, more than p
security from the spec




