Open Road, Summer 1979

Spirit
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doom we are promised. This
is what makes us re-
volutionaries and this 1s
spiritual.

We must be careful to nd
ourselves of any vestiges of
oppressive thinking. The
concept of God as Big Daddy
In The Sky is incorporated in
what we are challenging.
Changing the gender of God,
getting in line around some
equally illusive Goddess,
leads to similar if more toler-
able ritual (this does not,
however, mean we should
not study our spiritual
herstory or become ac-
quainted with the lore of our
foremothers).

OUR FATE

Yet God is not a person,
male, female, or androgyn-
ous. As long as we concep-
tualize God as a being who
presides over us and passes
judgement, we are missing
the point. Spirit is formless.
It is we who essentially de-
termine our own fate. Itis the
living spirit that mutates and
endures as material objects
and values perish. It is up to
us to give spirit adequate ex-
pression.

The more we are deprived.
the more we require. This 1s
true for our psychic as well as
material needs. The spiritual

France
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Paris march. fighting broke
out between the police and
members of these autonom-
ous groups. The result was
two groups of men wearing
helmets and other riot
equipment fighting each
other in the streets. In photo-
graphs from the scene, the
CGT union marshalls are
seen standing between the
autonomists and the police,
trying to prevent the au-
tonomists from counterat-
tacking the police. Later, a
22-year-old house painter
Phillipe Roussel, appeared
before the courts for carrying
a gun. He said. "I had it in
my pocket for self-defence.
I'm an anarchist. I've had
enough of being pushed
around by CGT marshalls.™

NEW PHASE

On Mayday evening ten
bomb attacks were made on
government and company
offices throughout Paris.
Among the buildings at-
tacked were two police sta-
tions, an annex of the Minis-
try of Finance and a branch

_of the Rothschild Bank.

A group called the " Com-
munist Revolutionary Col-
lective™ claimed responsibil-
ity for the attacks. In a com-
munique issued by them they

- stated “Lonwy, Denain, St.
Lazare and the demonstra-
tion of March 23 have opened
a new revolutionary phase.
Faced with the capitalist re-
structuring, the Police State
and the pro-nuclear Com-
munist party, we are some
tens of thousands of people,
from young proletarians to
employed workers, who are
demonstrating by our acts
our radical resistance to
capitalism and reformism”.

repressed becomes the de-
monic. Our spirit selves de-
mand and will content them-
selves with nothing less than
perfect freedom. Itis through
aur spiritual hunger that we
will evolve a system that
does not operate with a dun-
geon in its heart; a system
that is open to accommodate
our needs and desires.

NEGATIVE VALUES

Spirit is our ally. It is the
spirit of the revolution that
carries us, that generates the
significance of all our gather-
ings, all our protest, that re-
nders us a force the estab-
lishment must encounter. It
is up to us now to acknow-
ledge this, to try to come to
some kind of balanced
analysis that includes sen-
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strong and continue to make
the essential distinctions.
With all due caution, it is im-
portant that we work in the
world, to permeate it with
radical consciousness. With-
drawing from a situation may
be beneficial for one’s own
head. It doesn’t do much to
change the situation.

In an attempt to achieve
the security and sense of be-
longing necessary for our
own validation and growth,
we must not lose the total
perspective that could func-
tion as a basis of unity for
political action. We must be
careful of an ideological
elitism, that can undermine
us as surely as it alienates our
vital solidarity. It blurs the
validity of our convictions
and confuses or obscures the
real issues. This is delightful
to The Man who is ready and
organized to exploit our un-
certainty.

This approaches the heart
of our danger. When we
separate ourselves from our-
selves, we co-opt the move-

Unions
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traditional female occupa-
tions and dedicated to
worker control over contract
negotiation and ultimately
over their work places. This
kind of organizing is also
being tried in England with
the Women’s Charter
Movement and in Australia
and New Zealand with the
Working Women’s Associa-
tion. Women's caucuses are
being formed in traditional
unions to agitate from within
for recognition of women’'s
rights. This last strategy is
limited in its effectiveness as
was illustrated recently in
Vancouver by the experi-
ences of the women'’s caucus
of the Letter Carriers Union
of Canada. Frightened by its
militance, the president of
the local stepped in and dis-
banded the caucus, claiming
it to be unconstitutional. He

sitivity to our spiritual needs.
The world is based on nega-
tive values and pessimistic
and authoritarian concepts of
violence and control. We
must align ourselves with the
spiritually positive to even-
tually eliminate this corrupt
order.

The path of each of us is
individual and converging.
Our spiritual -identity has
been stunted by a limited
moralily. It is an essential
part of our work as re-
volutionaries to liberate our
spirit selves, to revitalize the
spiritual wasteland in which
we dwell. This process in it-
self is healing, and the further
we take it, the stronger will
we be. In the struggle against
oppression, our collective
spirit is a potent weapon.

ment by exposing ourselves
to manipulation by The Man.
By taking the least political
part of gay life and glamoriz-
ing it, acknowledging. even
elevating, what 1t has long
hidden and abhored. The
Man claims the best of both
worlds. Notice how quickly
gay . culiure 1s - being
homogenized into the sterile
conventions of stereotype.
The current media trend of
portraying ‘the Gay Life’ as
‘radical chic’ is an attempt to
deflect the social and political
implications of the recogni-
tion that homosexuality 1s
not a sin or a disease, but a
normal, even creative im-
pulse.

THE GAY LIFE

There is no ‘gay lifestyle’
for we come in all types. Our
struggle for self-expression
and equal rights must not
obscure our higher intent: to
radicalize the world today
and take part in the building
of a time where love is self-
explanatory and has nothing
to do with oppression.

then set up a three person
board of carefully hand-
picked women which would
in his words ‘deal with all
female complaints’.

RADICAL CHANGES

Through examples like
this, we realize that while un-
ions were at one time a viable
means of organizing and di-
recting energy towards
change, they have become
inadequate and antiquated
structures which limit and
define our struggles. They
cannot be relied on for radi-
cal changes. We must create
our own forms of organiza-
tion which truly reflect our
radical potential. As workers
and as women we have gone
beyond ‘trade union con-
sciousness’, we are not sim-
ply working for “*better con-
ditions in which to be
exploited but for an end to
exploitation itself.”
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