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SPRING ISSUE

Dear Friends,

Could you please send me
four copies of the Spring 1979
issue of OR? Enclosed 1s
some money to Cover costs.

Just wanted to thank you
for the beautiful poster you
made with the quote from my
article. All of your centerfold
posters have been terrific!!
Lots of good, strong Re-
volutionary. Energy to you
all,

Peggy Kornegger,
San Francisco.

HEALTH IS POLITICAL

Greetings.

[ just wanted to drop a few
lines to compliment you on
the paper in general and the
Spring "79 issue in particular.
I was especially impressed
with your articles concerning

the medical profession—

**Saying goodbye to hospital
blues™’, **Doctors get the
treatment’’, etc. Itis refresh-
ing to see someone speak out
against the abuses by some
members of the medical pro-
fession. We are raised in the
belief that doctors are never
anything but good and noble
souls to be trusted in every-
thing, which makes rape—
both literally and
figuratively—shamefully
easy for those inclined to do
so. A little awareness goes a
long way, and it’s good to see
people taking it upon them-
selves to awaken their
neighbors to the potential
danger.

I am looking forward to
more articles on home birth.
I think (hope) it is a move-
ment that 1s spreading like
wildfire. The medical indus-
tries would like to tell us that
it 1s only a few f.olhardy
fanatics, but I thi.ik they're
scared. 1've seen an increas-

IRELAND

WORKING CLASS

Dear Friends,

Is there any reason that the
working class gets such poor
coverage in OR? Apart from
that its a good paper.

Yours in solidarity,
Mick Hunt,
Port Coquitlam, B.C.

Comrades,

I have just seen the Fall/
Winter 1978 edition of OR
and was impressed with your
coverage of violent as well as
non-violent acts of resis-
tance, as Gerry Gagnon was,
and look forward to future is-
sues.

I was pleased to see your
coverage of the struggle of

ing amount of propaganda
against home births lately.
With the enormous amount
of profit that stands to be lost
if more people decide to have
their kids at home, it’s not
surprising.

Keep up the good work.
The OR is one of the finest
papers telling us what the
networks and syndicated
papers won't that I have
read. I wish I could contri-
bute to the cause, but my
being in prison precludes it.
But the future holds promise,
and nothing lasts forever.
Enjoy,

Rod Smith,
Tracy, California.

LIVING THEATRE

Dear Friends.

| hope this money will help
you. | really appreciated the

Irish political prisoners and
should like to make a couple
of points with regards to your
article and the situation in
general.

As you say, the Prisoners
Aid Committee is. “‘one of
the -most active suppert
groups,” indeed it is the only
group which has campaigned
consistently for POW’s in
British gaols over the years,
and, has a tendency to look
upon itself as the sole prop-
rietor of the prisoners sup-
port movement. Whilst I

They truly show how anarch-
ists can integrate fine art and
humour with subjects of
political and social impor-
tance (I know of no other
political group who can do it
well). -

Much love,

_ Chuck Whitman.

SELF-CENTRED

Dear Co-conspirators,

Was pleased to see a new
issue; was less pleased to en-
counter the same old self-
absorption.  Certainly,
Anarchists need to know
what their comrades are do-
ing. Even more certainly, the
conventional press ignores
and distorts these activities
and can't provide the infor-
mation. A certain amount of
self-centredness is therefore
understandable and perhaps
necessary in the Anarchist
press. However. Open Road
takes that logical tendency to
absurd, self-congratulatory.
and tedious lengths. For

have certain differences of
opinion with the PAC, they
have built their reputation
over many years on hard,
solid work often with no, or
very little, support from
British ‘revolutionaries’ and
it is through their consistent
work that they have been
recognised by the Republi-
can Movement as the only
organisation ic speak on be-
half of the political struggle of
Irish prisoners in British
gaols. 1 welcomed the shit-
throwing incident in the
House of Commons (and was
only sorry that it wasn’t gre-

Anarchists to glory in them-
selves in the paper is not only
boring and smugly repellent,
it wastes space that needs to
be applied to more important
and useful Anarchist
analysis of broader current
events and social conditions.
I'd like to see in OR less of
what Anarchists think of
each other, less emphasis on
their deeds however petty,
and more emphasis on re-
porting and analysing general
news from an Anarchist
perspective and on debating
the appropriate Revolutio-
nary strategy.

I don’t want OR to become
profoundly dull any more
than I like it being trivially
dull. Neither do I wish
Anarchists to become timid
scholars and neatly dressed
and thoroughly oppressed
gentlepersons. What's
needed from Anarchists and
OR 1s thoughtful and critical
analysis applied directly to
militant Revolutionary prac-
tice.

nades thrown) but the PAC
saw 1t as nothing more than a
‘flash-in-the-pan stunt’ by
Trot groups, such as the
SWP, who have given lip-
service to the Irish struggle
and precious little else.

Not even the most
fervent Republican would
claim that when the British
withdraw from Ireland our
problems will be solved
overnight by the Republican
Movement, but it is the only
movement we have which is
effectively opposing im-
periaiism and a movement is
only as good as its members.

By supporting the Irish re-
sistance doesn’t mean that

fective Anarchist pro

To dwell on oneself
one’s close associates to
exclusion of broader disc
sion dooms one to a small
dience. If OR hopes to do ¢

aganda and not become
it’s tending, a gossipy int
nal newsletter, it needs to a
quire a more analytical, less
self-satisfied, and much
broader perspective (not
ideologically, but themati
cally). I trust that the aim of
OR is the former and not t
latter, and am enclosing a
contribution in the hope that
it may assist you in eventu-
ally achieving that aim. %
That the walls may soon
come tumbling down,
Paul Atlas, ;
Seattle.

NEW FORMAT

Hello Ode Ropers,

In the long term, the ability
to strike, occupy, and sabot-
that an anarcho-syn-
st union has, and can
o free prisoners for
le. must weigh heavily
those who theorize
without massbased
-ation founded on
in principles and in-
\al sohdarity.

we have no criticisms of tac:
tics, methods, policies. et¢
The Movement welcomes.}
constructive criticism and
accepts, unlike some group
that it can make mistakes.
Comrades who work withis
the Movement do so on
basis that it is the only major
anti-imperialist force in Ire
land and contains some of
most revolutionary elemen
whose politics will not be I
fluenced by critics who form
themselves into miniscule
puritanical groups outside
the mainstream of resistanc
Best wishes for the fu
success of Open Road.

Yours in struggle,
John Farrell,
London.




