B® s7ATES GANG UP

still 1n an
all-male prison in London,
England, recently lost an im-
portant round in her battle to
avoid extradition to Ger-
many to stand trial for alleged
involvement in Red Army

Astrid Proll.

Fraction activities. On
Tuesday May 8th a High
Court Judge in London re-
fused to give a formal decla-
ration to say that her mar-
riage to Robin Puttick, in
1975, i1s valid. This means
that her application for
British Citizenship, on the
basis of her marriage, is also
in danger of being refused.

This news comes at the
same time as six members of
an urban guerilla group, June
2nd Movement, are on a
hunger strike in Germany
demanding “‘prison condi-
tions which can allow us to
survive' .

DEAD UNIT CELLS

One particular target of the
hunger strikers are the ‘dead
unit’ cells. lit with glaring
neon lights They are acousti-
cally isolated concrete bun-
kers, with fixed armoured
glass windows, concrete
floors and screwed down fur-
niture fittings designed, say
the prisoners, to break them
psychologically.

Prisoners charged with
being members of urban
guerilla “ groups or ‘as-
sociates’ of such groups are
selected by the prison au-
thorities for especially cruel
treatment. Solitary confine-
ment is very usual. as well as

Bl Germany

constant surveillance, strip-
searches and intimidation.

It was precisely this kind
of treatment that led Astnd
Proll to escape Germany
while on bail in 1974. She was
in solitary confinement for
four months, and said she
feared for her physical and
mental health. Now it seems
likely that she will be sent
back to face the same situa-
tion.

MORE LAWS

In fact, since she was last
there in 1974, even more rep-
ressive measures have been
brought in—laws practically
criminalizing any kind of
left-wing activity or support,
including particular laws re-
lating to defence lawyers—
that could well effect any trial
that Astrid might be facing.

Klaus Croissant, the
lawyer who acted on behalf
of several members of the
Red Army Fraction, has re-
cently been sentenced to two
years in prison and a four-
year ban practising as a
lawyer for “*having known
that the RAF detainees were
maintaining, whilst in prison,
a criminal association
through which guerilla ac-
tions were prepared. . ."
Croissant, along with a
number of other defence
lawyers, were vocal advo-
cates for the RAF members
during their trials and spoke
out against the conditions
under which they were held.
As a result of this, several
laws have been passed se-
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verely restricting the free-
dom of defence lawyers. For
example, according to the
Code of Criminal Procedure,
no defence lawyer can act on
behalf of several defendents
at once: the trial and sentenc-
ing of defendants can take
place in their absence: no de-
fence lawyers are permitted
to make “‘political state-
ments” In open courts; de-
fence councils can be
excluded from court pro-
ceedings and the Contact
Ban Law excludes prisoners
from all contact, including
lawyers for up to 30 days.

Other legislation intro-
duced at about the same
time, between 1975 and 1976,

A rally to support the Kyritses’

Greece

Arrests

On March 21, a meeting of
12,000 took place in Athens
in solidarity with the impris-
oned anarchists Philippos
and Sophia Kyritses who
were condemned to nine and
six years respectively for al-
leged possession of molotov
‘cocktails’. They have been
in jail since March 1978. The
week before the Greek Parli-
ament passed and voted a
particularly harsh anti-

“terrorist’” Bill which was:

used against the Kyritses to
be ““an example to avoid.”
They have both been on
hunger strikes twice in pro-

test against the unreasonable
sentence.

During the same period,
practically a pogrom was
launched against the Greek
anarchists including con-
tinual harassment, house
searching and twenty arrests.
This was the second wave of
repression since October 18,
1977, when many anarchists
were arrested and impris-
oned for no reason. The hys-
terical anti-anarchist witch
hunt launched by the press,
politicians and the State,
like in other countries, never
gained public sympathy or
found a positive response on
the part of Greek citizens.

The Kyritses™ solidarity
meeting was organized by a
committee re-grouped for
this purpose. Despite the
harshly unfriendly condi-
tions, they succeeded in post-
ing several different well
printed posters throughout
the city.

DEMO

At the end of the demonst-
ration some people clashed
with the police, breaking
store windows. One hundred

arrests were made. The fol-

lowing day another demo
took place and more arrests
were made. Four supporters
were sentenced to between
2V5 and 3'% years. They have
appealed but in the meantime
they sit in jail.

(For more information
from Greece write: Diethnis
Bibliothiki, Delphon 2,
Athina T.T. 144, Greece.)

Astrid Proll fights to stay in Britain

makes it a criminal offence to
participate in, support in any
way, campaign for, orgotoa
spontaneous meeting for,
any activity which i1s re-
garded as ‘‘against the
Constitution”—in fact, long
prison sentences can be im-
posed for an offence de-
scribed as such.

In addition to this, Ger-
many has ordered the extrad-
ition of a number of its ‘citi-
zens'  from other countries.

Sweden

Squatting

Two hundred and fifty riot
police with horses. dogs.
chain-saws and axes were
used to empty a four week
old giant squat, called Jaer-
net, in Sweden on March 6th.
The eviction took place only
a few days after rejection of
the occupants’ final appeal
against demolition of the pri-
vately owned apartment
block. and fifty squatters face
charges of gross arbitrary
conduct. It seems to be a
reaction by the authorities to
the success and support of
another previous squat in
Stockholm, called
Mulvaden—a mass squat
that lasted for 10 months and
took two and a half days for
the police to bust. Mulvaden
consequently gained massive
publicity and generated a
great deal of street activity in
Stockholm—including ‘paint
brigades’ and also a guerilla
theatre group—that toured
Southern Sweden with Mul-
vaden’s Mass Street Opera
and played at another well
known squat in Denmark—
Christiana, as well as having
a showing on Swedish televi-
sion.

The swoop on Jaernet
looks like an attempt by the
authorities to crush the grow-
ing militancy of tenants, and
prevent another Mulvaden.
Squatting in Sweden is il-
legal and when Mulvaden
was squatted the municipal
government called on the
police to evict. The police

Apart from Astrid Proll in
England, there is also Kns-

tina Berster in North
America (who was a member
of a radical therapy group in
Germany in 1971, some of
whose members “*‘may” later
have joined the Red Army
Fraction), Gabriel Winter in
France and several others.

The question of extradi-
tion brings to light the co-
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(the ‘Comrade Club’) re-
fused. The Mulvaden block
was squatted in the first place

because the owners wanted |

to re-develop it, claiming the
foundations of the houses
were unsafe. But the squat-
ters countered that this was
merely an excuse to pull
down the houses and build
more lucrative ones instead.
In fact, they called in sym-
pathetic professionals who
conducted a survey which

concluded that the houses |

could be renovated without

necessitating higher rents. |

Mulvaden was eventually
evicted by the police—when

three hundred of them sur- |
rounded the squat. When the |
squatters refused to go they |
were ‘persuaded’ by police |

sticks.

The story in Sweden is
merely one of many through- |
out Europe where people«ﬁ;"-

have attempted to move into
apartment blocks that have

been left empty by property |

speculators.

In London, England, even %
though squatting was offi- |

cially made illegal more than |
a year ago with the Criminal |

Trespass Act, there are still 5 |
an estimated 40,000 to 50,000 3

squatters.

Squatting in England has
been widespread since the | =

sixties and has succeeded in |

gaining an element of: ‘re- e
spectability’ and recognition. |

One womens’ centre now in |

existence in North

London—a beautiful large |
house with a garden—was |
originally squatted by a g
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