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fence committee working

day and night, succeeded in
exposing some of the difficul
le who wish to de
Betsy

luckier than

selves face

Cay

and

were
in that they had friends
1 the community who raised

their $40,000 bail, to enable
them to prepare for their
trial. Betsy also managed, as
she claimed she would, to put
the prison authorities and
police al”. She said in
court that B.C. Peniten
tiary, responsible for putting
people In solitary conhine

ment (described by the Fed
Court of Canada as
‘cruel and unusual

punishment), for “years and
years and years' ', was to
blame for the somewhat de-
sperate escape attempt and
subsequent hostage-taking
last January 1977. After
Betsy and Gay, themselves
hostages, were charged

POLICE BIAS

eral

She also succeeded in turn-
ing the prosecutions’ evi-
dence on its head, revealing
the bias of the police evi-

ANROW

Yvonne Wanrow, (see OR
issue 9). after being brought
before the courts on the pro
secution’s appeal retrial this
May. has finished her seven
yearordeal . She was charged
with murder, after shooting a
drunken attacker who had al-
ready molested a seven year

old child
She pleaded

guilty to a lesser charge of
second degree manslaughter
and was handed a five year
probation with a stipulation
that she must do community
service work, most likely in
her native community. After
a previous acquittal, given on
the grounds that the jury
should have been instructed
to consider Yvonne's actions
from the perspective of a
woman under attack, it is
only half a victory when a
guilty plea is given to any
charge that should never
have existed.

dence against them, because
of their work in the prison
movement. One of the pro
secution witnesses, a prison

guard at the B.C. Pen,, now
faces penjury charges
Three prisoners, Andy

Bruce, Steve Hall and Ralph
Saumer, involved in the es-
cape attempt and subsequent
hostage-taking, testified for
the defence at the trial, claim-
ing that they had organised
the escape attempt without
the help of Betsy or Gay
One of them, Steve Hall, is
serving a life sentence for in-
juring a guard during the in-
cident. Betsy and Gay had
been originally charged with
attempted murder for the
same incident but the charge

. Wood and Hoon acquitted

was dropped just before the
trial began

I'he prisoners have now
been transferred hundreds of
miles away from their
families and friends in British
Columbia to another
maximum security unit in
Millhaven, Ontario; whilst
Betsy and Gay continue their
work in the prison movement
with their usual determina-
uon

(For further details on the
trial see the article on selfs
defence in the prison sup-
plement attached, or contact:
The Solitary Confinement
Abolition Project (SCAP),
Box 758, Station A, Van-
couver, B.C., Canada.)

State Slaps
SORWUC

A Canadian court slam-
med a two-week injunction
against picketing at Muc-
kamuck restaurant in British
Columbia, recently, where
workers have been on strike
for over a year for a first con-
tract. SORWUC (Service,
Office and Retail Workers
Union of Canada) was
served with the injunction
three hours before they had
to appear in court and given
no chance to rebut the
charges of the strike-
breaking manager who tes-

LATIN: Proletarius

In ancient Rome, a citizen of the

tified that the picket line was
potentially violent. Suppor- =
ters vowed 1o fight the injunc=
tion, the first in decades 10
completely prohibit pickets

ingin a legal strike, Less than
a week after the injunction
came down, the supporters
of the union had forced the
courts to lift it. They are still
determined to force the own=

: 1
ers to negotiate with the =
workers, who are amongst
the 98% of restaurant work=

ers unorganized in Canada.
B
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lowest

class, without property and regarded as ca
able of serving the state only by having ¢ I

dren.
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LAST THE BLAST

Woman-HatingRitual

The recently published
Hosken Report shows thatt
genital mutilation is not only
wide spread throughout cent-
ral Africa but thriving. It is
estimated that there are 30
million women affected in an
arca stretching from Egypt
and Ethiopia on the Red Sea
coast: Kenya and Tanzania
on the cast, to Senegal and
Mauritania in the west. The
report exposes the fact that
organizations such as the
World Health Organization
UNICEF and Planned
Parenthood have been sitting
on detailed evidence since
1957. Justifying this silence
they say they cannot inter
fere with tribal customs and
that they need to be invited in
by the specific countries in
volved. WHO maintains that
these customs are “dying
out’, but the Hosken Report
shows that they are actually
increasing. Modernization
and industrialization have
worsened the proble
Western style hospitals
doctors are more than willing

and

Revolting

to perform the operations at
great profit to themselves

POLYGAMY

It is widely believed in
these countries that excision
is necessary 1o ‘preserve the

family and to prevent
women from becoming
wild’, with no control over

their sexuality. A direct cor-
relation has been made bet-
ween genital mutilation and
polygamy, which is still prac-
ticed in much of Africa, since
how can a man satisfy all his
wives. It would ruin his
health

The two most extreme
forms of mutlation
clitondectomies and infibula-
The first, by far the
most common, 1s the cutting
away of the and
sometimes the labia minora
Infibulation 1s the removal of
the entire external genitalia
the vulva is scraped raw and
stitched back together leav
Ing a tiny opening for unne to
pass
performed under conditions

are
tnon

clitoris

The operation is often

inlran

that cause severe infection
and death
quently occur in the child’s
struggle to escape her tor-

mentors

accidents fre

Genital mutilation is prac
ticed by members of all relig
including Catholics
Protestants, Moslems
Aminists, Copts and even
the Fellasha, an
Jewish sect living in the high
lands of Ethiopia. Female
circumcision was known in
ancient Egypt.

ons

ancient

was reported

by the Romans, and has
existed in different parts of
Africa and Arabia for
thousands of years. In the
sixteenth century Jesuits
who came to convert the
Abyssinians discovered and
forbade the practice. But

since no man would marry a
girl that was not excised
The

medical

conversions stopped
Pope then sent a
which

mission promptly

found the operation was
nedical
all

permit the

necessary for
Since

missions

reasons then

Catholic

Women

Feminists are being called
Jpon to support and protect

Iranian women 0.000
women demonstrated for th
Arst time in history in oper

1on aganst Islam or

Al Women's Da

Internatior

Kate Millet was in Iran dur
ing the mass demonstration
and witnessed the reg S
of women who were heckl
stoned and attacked as tk
marched. Millet was herself

24 hours be

was summanly de

impnsoned lor
fore she
ported

She describes the situation
of Iranian women as
cally oppressive
and economic
being assaulted by the en
forcement of repressive prac
tices. Although Khomeini al
legedly recanted his original
order that women wear the
veiled chador’ many
women workers are being
fired who wear modem clo-
thing. And in a country
where gay men are being
executed under cover of
being homosexual rapists,
lesbians are in particular
danger

Iranian feminists have or-
ganized The Committee for
Women's Rights. Their most
pressing concern is (o get out
a newspaper l’he Civcle for

pport for |
is being organized in North
America to publicize and
support them. (Write Circle
of Support, 59 cast 4th St,
third floor, N.Y.C., 10003,
US.A)

Iranian feminists in Lon-
don have organized an Ira-
nian Women's Solidarity
Group (c/o 45 North St.,
London SW4) to counteract
the distorted image pre-
sented by the media of the
position of Iranian women
and their struggle

tragi
their social
survival is

operations to be performed
the their
converts

Like the past practices of
China and
suttee (burning of widows) in

on daughters of

foot-binding in
India, genital mutilation is an
extreme of
against women and must be
stopped. While supporting
the rich and vaned qualities
of their African
women are beginning to op
pose this brutal practice
They call for
be mounted

form violence

culture

a campaign to
against the evil
that impairs the health of our
women and puts their lives in
danger as well as the lives of
their children

Fran P. Hosken at
International

(writg, to
Women's
Network News. 87
St. Lexington, Ma

Bordering
on |
Anarchy |

Grant
b |
02173|

I'welve Canadians were|
refused entry to the US|
recently—while en route u»k
an anarchist conference in
Ypsilanti, Michigan. Eleven
of the were charged watl
being anarchists and one p
son was charg with
terpitude I'he were
in custody for six hour vh

) ! formation or
th ) it from Canada
Inf ! \ wbout
hose 10 had ne !
been previously a
They were all interr
and fingerprinted against

their will by US immigration|
officials, acting
under the Alien Anarchist
Law that dates back to Hm
early part of the century

On May 7th, a hearing be
fore a US immigration Judge
was indefinitely postponed, |
but all twelve are temporarily|
excluded from the US

Meanwhile, those amongst
them who are not in fact
anarchists have sent a letter
to the immigration au
thorities demanding a hear-
ing and claiming that they
were unfairly arrested

The others are claiming
that the action against them
contravenes the Helsinki
Accord of 1975, which the
US has signed. This states
that any country signing it
“would allow free flow of
persons and ideas among na-
tions”

Despite the arrests, how-
ever, the conference went on
and as one of the arrested
said “we were in constant
telephone communication
and five US delegates joined
us in Canada” adding, “the
conference went very well
and was more productive
than previous meetings.”

They urge supporters to
write to President Carter and
US delegate Andrew Young
to protest this contravention
of the Helsinki Accord

apparently|

West Virginia

closed down

The Maximum Security Unit at Alderson
(the Federal Prison for Women). has finall
January 1979 after the Federal Bureau of Prisor
its closure for November 1978. Rita Brown, me
Seattle-based George Jackson Brigade, was
general population there along with two other

innounced
nber of the
released into

The only

black woman, Assata Shakur (Black Liberation Army
member) remained alone in the unit after their release. In
response to pressure from her supporters, th withorities
have taken her out of the Alderson unit and moved her into
Segregation at a men's penitentiary in New Jersey state
* ok ok
A |5-year-old black youth has been found jur
voluntary manslaughter™ and of “using a Igun in the
commission of a crime of violence™ at Prin George
Southern Maryland. Terence Johnson w 1 con
nection with a laundromat robbery as a In the
police station he was subjected to brutal ra prejud
one cop told him " Nigger, | could break y« 1 ech
Terence had heard stories of black peopl killed by
police without provocation, in fact someon knew wa
suspected of being killed in 1y. When he was take
nto a cell with the me that had thre wd him h
panicked, grabbed the cop’s gun and it went off kill th
op. Running out of the cell he r to anotk ol
shot also. He now faces 25 irs | nanslaugh t \
ther ere four black people on the jury he luckily ¢
murder charg and will also face the kind "na ind
prej that put him in prison in the first §
(( ct; Coaliion to Free Terence Johnson, P
ince George County. Washington D.(
L B
0 Januvary Sth, a Fed D
ward WSO Henry Tucker $515.000 )
rep t b J da ) }
prisoned in the V e P r
Anarchist Black !
Walla Walla g A
} pl }
' be '
vich Tuck {
ifter he had beer ' H
months, durin hic!
p n de ) hat he de p !
Later his hip joir \ e re¢
According to Black Dragon, 1!
prevent the prison auth fie
tnal, which it is believed would b imed :

forum resulting in a defedl for the authonn

LR

Gene Wilson Menard lllinois
a publisher for his book which he says is
corruption in government of USA and on
human rights

a pnsoner at s looking for
strongon f
the tota
he claims to have been incarcerated for nine

Anyone interested
Box 711, Menard, 11

wits, of

demal of
years “for a cnme | never committed
please contact Gene Wilson: 01078
linois, 62259 U.S.A

Quick up-dates: Jake Prescott, former member of the
Angry Brigade in England, was released from Dartmoor
prison on February 2Ist. He had spent eight years inside
altogether Leonard Peltier, of the American Indian
Movement (AIM) was recently transferred from Marion
prison, Illinois to a New England,
US.A Tommy Lackey, prisoner from B.C. Canada,
whose eye was shot out by guards during an escape attempt
last year, has recently dismissed his lawyer and decided to
defend himself
November

prison in

His trial has been postponed until

L 2 2

Iris Mills, one of the anarchists arrested on ‘conspiracy to
cause explosive charges’ in England, has now been released
on bail, together with three of the others supported by the
Persons Unknown group, set up during a wave of raids and
arrests of anarchists last year said to be a part of a move by
the Anti-Terrorist squad to justify their existence and find
grounds to increase their forces Ronan Bennet, arrested
with Iris, is still being kept in Brixton Prison on the grounds
that he does not have ‘ties with the community’. it is be-
lieved by some that this discrimination against Ronan is
because he is Irish. For further informafion contact Persons
Unknown c/o 182, Upper Islington, London N.1




