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t$teertssssaanesss, . PEHSONS UNKNOWN: WHY TAFF LADD SKIPPED BAIL:....................,............
-
The following 1s a statement from Taff Ladd, one of the six "Persons Unknown' defendents ln

the British "anarchlst terrorlst conapiracy! trial (sse Open Road #103, Fall/Winter 1979, p,6).
We recelved thls statement too latae bto inelude 1n the story, bub we're reprintine it hare benause
Ladd's Junplne ball has ralsed a serlous moval questlon for the anarchlst movement. Hls two women
sureties have been ordered by the courts to forfelt spproximately $30,000 and one of hls co=delend-
ants, Honan Bsnnett, has called his actlon “degploable," In thls stabement Ladd attempts to
axplain why he skipped ball.

"THE SURETY COMPLEX ...The superflolal Ilberalism of the ball system 1ls intended to defuse and
morally blackmall, in the Turthersnes of the alms of class justlce. The capitallsts have in thelr
biind worship of thelr God, Money, equated 1t with identity and 1ife, '

My release on bail, malnly for medleal reasons snd desplte the terrorlsm arsalnst the suretles,
w88 In Ehe ayep of the ples a defant, Thelr safezuard was to hold me ransom for 417,500 and te
maKe economlec hostaees of 2 mopla., 'The intention was to bind, to appear at thelr show trial, to
deliver myself voluntarlly--by moral bhlaskmall--to their corrupt justice. -

My fallure was that I was unable to make slear to the hostages, desplte the obvlous
asocalation by, end intentiors or the ples in our case, that vou cannot equate ldentity or life
wlth money, Also that by aprearing at thelr show trial I would be allowing myself to become a
puppet of thelr manlpulations, Lt would not have bean me taking the actlon. Those who say my
fallure was in not appearine, that I "let friends down" are blind to or don't want ko recognl se
Ehe mathods of the ples, equally they are thinkine alone the llines of oapltallst Ifdeclogy,
belne "objsetive," not taklne a subjentive agtand in the atruepla. Thousht should be glven to what
the show trlal means, what prlson means, wlth lbts control units for "mnarchlsts and subversives "
the threat at the trial and in prison to ldentity and life. Your enerey should be dlreated
arainst the alms of capltalisat Judtelary and prisons/control units, in helping the suratles to
pay the ransom, and freelns yourselven Tfrom the mental chalns of capltaliast ldacloev, 1.s. yonr

colonisation,"
rﬁ%

{the second part of Ladd's statement):

"The State manipulations in this case sinee May 1978 have heralded the introduction of Euraopean
State security judiclary into British courts., These manipulations, l.e. legmally institution-
allged repression, have become common practlce 1n occupled Ireland, as well as In the show
tribunals agalnst Irish Republleans in Britaln. What is new 1s the use of these "measureg,"
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(Ladd statement cont.) page 2

Plg media campalgn--is a repeat of what has been happening throughout Eurape, e,ex. France,
Holland, Swiltzerland, Italy, ete, affer a proeramme sclentifically refined and computorised by
the techno-pizs in Wleshaden. Thelr concrete partlclpatlion in this case is shown in thelr
invelvement 1n some of the ralds, here and 1n W. Germany, and the passing of Information under .
the Consular Conventlon, from Brixton Prison to the W, German embassy durlne our lnternment there.
fost of the repressive measyres had been lenored untll Lhe Jury vetting became publie.
Despite tha hue and cry by the medla, the State has hag to and bean able to procead with its
.blatant manlpulation of the Jury-=the proposed abollishment of jurles in "Terrorist" trials--1n
case they would resch lnderendant and/or polltical verdiots--1s not yet publically salable, as
1t was 1n Britaln for ococoupled Ireland throuch the infamous Diplock tribunsls. It was necessary
for the ple structure to continue to push its programme desplte the adverse publiclty--Britain
has too long been the odd one out In European unlty--mmongst other thinss the pecullaritlies
‘Inherent in British class justlce have to be Europanlsed snd this trial ls to b2 a medium for Ehis.
The Interest of liberals, the left and the medlia around jury vettine, show that the basls
for mobllisation of opposition 1s there, but 1ts sffectivenscss and coherence lie in the recog-
nitlon of Ethe continulty of repregsion, and not In regarding ple manipulations around the
Pergona Unknown trlal in isolatlen. The ratifleatlion of the "Ruropeen Convention Azalnst
Terrorlsm" by the gulebtly enacted "Suppreseion of Terrorism Act," was a rirst step in the
unified EBuropean jurisdlction--cq-ordinated snti-guarilla "measures" have repeatedly lald the
basls for the Inteegration of dlfferins Europesn legal systems, wlbth the alm of a atronz supra-
natlonal system under the hegemony of W. Germany. The witeh~hunts, extradition proceedlingzs,
arreats, (and Ilmmedlate handing over to Wieshadan vizs) in varlous countries have created the
conditiona for freedom of action internationally by W. German ples, and thus the beglnning of
consolldatlon of the legal unification,
i Resistance agalnst the spreadlng tentacles of the W. German model of "“inner stability"
(the qulet of a cemetary) rcan only take form in sollderlty with reslstance abroad, speciflically
W. Europe, especially Ireland. My declsion not to appear in court 1s not a flight, it 1s a
~ decislon to determins the condltlons of strugele, Lo move Trom the defens!ve to the offensive,
agalnst the soul-destroylng machinery of imperiellism,"
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7 More info on the Persons Unknown case from the support group, c/o Rising Free, 182 Upper st,,
London, England, or check out the followlng British publicatlons: Black Flasx, Over the Water,
Sandayl Orkney- Brlt&ln% Freedom Prase RUh Uhtfanicanma) el o F ~ 3. 1 = - - - = 1
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