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OPEN ROAD SPECIAL REPORT

The Five:

Who Are They?

THOSE ARRESTED ARE
Julie Belmas, 20; Ann Hansen, 29;
Gerry Hannah, 26; Doug Stewart, 25;
and Brent Taylor, 26. Of the five,
four grew up in the Greater Van-
and Ann hails from

couver area,
Toronto.

Julie Belmas

Gerry Hannah

Ann, Doug and Brent have been in-
volved in the Vancouver or Toronto
radical communities for several years.
As individuals, some or all of them
have been active in many different
movements and struggles, including:
the fight for political asylum for

Doug Stewart

Leonard Peltier, the Pacific Life
Community and the anti-Trident
campaign, Women Against Prisons,
solidarity work for Third World
struggles, various ecological cam-
paigns, Anarchist Party of Canada
(Groucho-Marxist), anti-nuclear war
and nuclear power, the Solitary Con-
finement Abolition Project, support
for indigenous peoples’ struggles, and
some political journalism.

Julie and Gerry come out of the
once-vibrant Vancouver punk rock
scene, disillusioned by the lack of
commitment there to work for radical
change. Julie helped produce a
magazine calling for radical activism,
not posing; and later became involved
in El Salvador solidarity and ecolo-
gical activism. Gerry was a member
of the Subhumans, a popular and
consciously-political punk band that

Brent Taylor.

A Tale Of Two Gities

A TALE OF TWO CITIES —
and their police forces.

For more than seven months,
police based in Vancouver and
Toronto rolled up a string of goose-
eggs in their investigation of the
Direct Action bombings. But that
didn’t stop them from attempting to
implicate above-ground pacifist

groups in a network of conspiracy
that they hoped would discredit the
anti-nuke and anti-war movements.

Even when, according to official
reports, police in Vancouver were
preparing to pounce on their chosen
suspects, the cops in Toronto were
busy raiding offices and homes that
had no tangible connection to any of
the suspects.

Police harrassment of activists,
especially in Toronto, was the result
of their inability to fathom a
5,000-kilometre-wide “conspiracy” of
anti-nuke and anti-war groups that
make a principle of open, autono-
mous and non-violent activity.

The biggest laugh of the investiga-
tion must have been the remark by
one Mountie on the West Coast that
the investigation was going slow
because “these anarchist groups are as
hard to infiltrate as the bikers.”
Runner-up in the head-in-the-sand
category goes to his partner’s com-
ment on why a posted $125,000
reward had produced no snitches:
“People’s values are probably chang-
ing. Money doesn’t mean as much to
them anymore.”

Possibly closer to the truth is the
reported power struggle in the Moun-
ties’ security service between the
gumshoe-oriented cops, who tend to
investigate crimes after they have
been committed, and the counter-
intelligence spooks, who like to “an-
ticipate” problems by-infiltrating and
provokipg.

According to published reports (see
Ottawa Citizen, Jan 10, 1983), the
spooks have been taking a licking
ever since they were caught with their
hands in the cookie jar in the early

1970’s during their strong arm tactics
with the Québec nationalists, so they
have been unable to operate as an ef-
fective anti-subversive force. Accor-
ding to these reports, the die-hards
are waiting their day, secure in the
knowledge that what goes down must
come up — a cycle that has repeated
itself several times since the Second
World War. (Of course, the whole
story of a power struggle could be a
plant to lull “subversives” into a false
sense of security.)

On the Vancouver end, the police
investigation after the May 3, 1982
power station bombing for a long
time consisted of local Mounties
knocking on doors of activists in the
boondocks and asking them to iden-
tify faces in crowd shots of demon-
strations. Cops left no stone unturned
in attempting to track down the
source of the estimated one ton of
dynamite used in the blast — no easy
task in a mountainous province that
records dozens of dynamite thefts a
year from unguarded construction
site magazines.

Intense surveillance

After the busts, Vancouver city
police and the Mounties said the
suspects had been under intense
surveillance for seven weeks. That
corresponds to a period of increased
harrassment of other people in the ci-
ty itself, including kidnapping one
woman and driving her around in a
car while attempting to blackmail her
(by threat of criminal charges) into
giving evidence against a friend (not
one of the ones charged). Since the
busts, harrassment and surveillance
— especially of friends of the accused
— Has been at a steady high level.

But it’s the Toronto metro police
that have taken their “political” role
the most seriously. It became clear
that they knew the raids were fishing
expeditions when released police affi-
davits indicated that the cops had
nothing more to go on than some

pacifist office files labelled “non-
violent direct action.”

Ken Hancock, a member of the
pacifist Cruise Missile Conversion
Project, whose Toronto home and of-
fice were raided, lost about eight
shopping bags’ worth of materials to
the raiders, including his personal
book and calendar. “There’s the prac-
tical element to the raids, not just the
psychological intimidation of peace
activists,” he noted later. “Part of it is
to disrupt our work.”

Another activist was snatched off a
Toronto street on a bogus driving
charge, driven around and questioned
about the peace movement and the
Toronto Clarion community news-
paper. In nearby Peterborough, an
activist who had attended a peace
conference in Prague was arrested in
a movie theatre washroom, told he
was a member of Direct Action,
threatened with a charge of attempted
murder, interrogated for 12 straight
hours in a tiny room — and eventual-
ly released without charge. (More
details in the Jan. 15, 1983 issue of
The Toronto Clarion, available for 50
cents from 73 Bathurst St., Toronto,
Ont. M5V 2P6 CANADA).

Despite their tactics, police in Van-
couver and Toronto have yet to show
any evidence obtained from infor-
mants — a strong indication that
both communities, no matter how in-
tense the debate is over tactics to fight
nukes and war, have reached consen-
sus over stonewalling the cops.

Legal information tip-sheets dis-
tributed widely in both Vancouver
and Toronto have made the same
point: No one is obliged to talk to the
police in Canada unless you are under
arrest on a specific charge — and then
you only have to give your name and
address. Police without a valid search
warrant cannot enter your home
unless you invite them in, or allow
them to talk their way in. Be
courteous, but be firm: “I have
nothing to say to you until I talk to
my lawyer.”

played at many benefits for radical
causes, including native struggles sup-
port, Rock Against Radiation, Rock
Against Prisons and a Smash-The-
State concert.

(To contact any of the five directly,
write to them individually at Lower
Mainland Regional Correctional Cen-
tre, Drawer O, Burnaby, B.C.
V5H 3N4 CANADA).

Brrasss
Media Trial

fromp. 9

and press reports, quoting no one in
particular, declared “The group is one
of a number of loosely-knit anarchist
cells with connections across
Canada.” One radio station, obvious-
ly infected with the enthusiasm of the
day, told its listeners that “an eight-
month campaign of bombing across
Canada came to an end today with
the arrest of five persons.”

But those were just the Distant Ear-
ly Warning signs. Later that same day
came a police press conference. The
arresting officers, representing Van-
couver city police, the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police (Mounties) and
B.C.’s Coordinated Law Enforce-
ment Unit (CLEU), proudly unveiled
an arsenal of weapons ranging from
automatic rifles to an emptied-out
E.T. lunch pail, leaving the distinct
impression that all the stuff had been
seized in the pickup at the time of the
arrests, or, at the very least, from the
homes of the accused. In fact, as of
this writing, no evidence has been
presented as to where the stuff came
from, or what its connection to the
accused is.

When defense lawyers complained
that the “evidence” was being
presented to the press and the public
before the trial — and even before the
defense had had a chance to see it —
one official spokesperson just shrug-
ged and said, ‘“Well, we have to give
the press boys something to keep
them happy.”

Next it was Canada’s garbage pail
school of journalism — named after
one particularly enterprising CBC-TV
reporter who literally crawled
through garbage in search of lurid
details to titillate the viewers. He rip-
ped off copies of personal poetry
allegedly written by one of the defen-
dants and read them on the air, and
later he actually disguised himself as a
“terrorist” and carried three sticks of
dynamite into the shipyard where the
icebreaker was being built in order to
“test security.”” ‘I leave it to you, the
viewer,”” he intoned. *‘ Are safeguards
stringent enough?”

Like a plague

Other reporters descended like a
plague on Vancouver’s autonomous
political scene, haunting bookstores
and coffee bars, harrassing friends of
the defendants. Each claimed to be
more sympathetic than the next, and
only wanted to do a fair and objective
job on the “background” to the case,
meaning exclusive gossip about the
personal lives of the five. Numerous
reporters were assigned to penetrate
the mythical “anarchist” movement,
but not a single one even bothered to
ask what “anarchy” is supposed to be
or how it works. No wonder they
were never able to find a single live
““anarchist’’ to display to the readers
and viewers.

When friends of the defendants
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