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Statement From The Five

See It

WE HAVE BEEN CHARGED
by the Canadian criminal justice
system with a variety of offences
ranging from car theft to conspiracy
to sabotage the Cold Lake Air Force
base in Alberta. We would like to
charge the Canadian government and
imperialist corporate interests in
Canada with crimes against the earth,
attempted genocide of the native
peoples, and responsibility for crippl-
ing the lives of the vast majority of
the people.

For centuries now, the European
imperialist economic system has ex-
panded, extending its domination
throughout the Western world until
today we see it infesting every corner
of the globe. Today imperialism has
as its economic base multinational
corporations with their offices, fac-
tories, and resource industries im-
planted in every country of the
western world. Because these
monolithic networks of industry
generate most of the jobs and capital
in any given region, they also have a
great deal of influence over the
government policy of that region
through the economic power that

they wield.

Tragically, this economic system
does not merely limit itself to the ef-
fect it has on how people make their
living, but spills over and imprints its
values and principles on every aspect
of our lives. Through ownership and
control of the factories, offices,
mines, the entertainment industry,
the mass media, and research and
development facilities, the values of
the multi-national corporations
permeate our society so totally that
these values and their accompanying
way of life are not questioned by the
people.

The relations of the marketplace,
which are characterized by vicious
competition and hierarchy, are
reflected in our personal relationships
where men dominate and control
women and children. People in
general are defined in terms of their
relationship to the marketplace,
rather than in terms of who they real-
ly are. The richness and depth of the
human potential is stunted by the
limits that the schools, jobs, and in-
stitutions of this society put on

‘Be Strong
And Resist’

from p.

complained about the police railroad
and the trial by media, they were told
by reporters that complaints aren’t
‘““news” and then were pestered for
details on the make-up of the defense
group

All of which left the defense
lawyers shaking their heads in
disbelief. Said lawyer Stan Guenther:
“I'm appalled by the coverage this
issue has received. I’'m really concern-
ed about the right of these people to a
fair trial. The police are attempting to
try this in the press, but through in-
ference and implication the press is
portraying these people as terrorists
who are guilty of the charges. I'm
concerned that we will have difficulty
finding an impartial jury.”

Through it all, the defendants have
managed to keep it together, presen-
ting a united front of solidarity, and
refusing to respond in kind to the
outrageous provocations of the police
and the media. Instead, they have
urged their friends and \uppo{'leri to
keep up their spirits and to carry on
the work of building a mass pl:\hliC
movement for social progress.
Especially in Vancouver, the ordeal
has - helped unify the movement
behind the defendants.

At their first court appearance
(typically reported as a circus by the
media) the five attempted to rall.} the
spirits of more than 150 friends who
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jammed the courtroom to overflow-
ing. “Lively Up Yourselves,” they
told their friends, quoting from a Bob
Marley song, and “Be Strong and
Resist.” Within a few days, both
phrases began appearing on buttons
and spray-painted on walls all over
town.

But the phrase that the five have
asked the community to most keep in
mind is Protect The Earth, a senti-
ment encompassing most of the issues
the five have been involved with in
their public lives.

In their first message to the com-
munity, the five (in the words of one
of them) said:

“I really hope that whatever comes
together around this case will be real-
ly positive, constructive and a good
learning and working together ex-
perience for all involved. As far as
I’'m concerned, this case isn’t about
anarchy, or civil rights, or methods of
struggle. It’s just part of the struggle,
and the important thing is to main-
tain the primacy of the struggle to
protect the earth and strive for libera-
tion.”

Support work is now underway to
prepare a legal defense, raise
money and educate the public around
the idea of Protect The Earth.
Groups and individuals are encourag-
ed to work autonomously, as long as
they subscribe to the above princi-
ples, and to work in a non-hier-
archical, non-exploitative manner.

For more information on how to
help, or to send donations, contact
Free The Five Defense Group, Box
48296, Bentall Station, Vancouver,
B.C. VIX 1A1 CANADA.

human growth from womb to tomb.
The possibilities of becoming a multi-
faceted individual are virtually non-
existent.

In the industrialized society, the
value of all living things is defined by
their profit value in relation to
business. A person’s value and identi-
ty are determined by their job, their
economic role, so if they are
unemployed by the system, they are
considered useless and a burden.

Cheap labour

People in the so-called Third
World are only valued as a source of
cheap labour. The indigenous peoples
are not only considered valueless on
the marketplace because they refuse
to be culturally-integrated, but are
also seen as a serious liability to the
system because they resist the
encroachment of industrialization on
their land. Indigenous and Third
World peoples who resist integration
into the industrial society become
targets of insidious genocide pro-
grammes through forced sterilization,
forced relocation, starvation, ter-
rorism, and torture.

All living things are objectified as
though they were consumer products
produced by god’s factory in the sky.
Women are sexual commodities, used
to both sell consumer products
through their sexuality as well as to
provide sex for men. If a child should
result from the woman’s role as sex
object, then she is used as a house-
wife, a slave labourer in the home.

Men have always ruled societies
throughout history. There is a direct
correlation between the brutal reality
of men’s domination of women and
the formation of the exploitive values
and structures so extensive and basic
in the world today. The importance
of the struggle against the patriarchy
is critical, for it is the only hope for
the liberation of half the population.
We must embrace the vision of
feminist theory and see all other
theories for social change as grossly
inadequate if they are not based in a
radical critique of the patriarchy.

Treated as commodities

In the western techno-patriarchy,
living creatures are not respected and
valued for their existence, but are
treated as commodities. Seals are
pelts, cows are beef, deer are game,
dogs are pets, and unwanted pets are
vivisection material.

To industrial man, the natural
world is a resource base to be used for
industrial development. For example,
forests that cannot be used for the
forest industry are considered waste-
lands. The value of trees as homes for
a myriad of living creatures, as a
binding force for the earth, and as
aesthetic beauty, is not recognized by
industrial man. ;

This one-dimensional, simple
perspective on life is conditioned into
us from birth so that as adults the
concepts of industrial growth, devel-
opment, progress and profit are no
longer questioned. We have become
industrial consumers who are in-
capable of respecting the earth or
realizing the rich potential as human
beings within ourselves. We have
become divested of the ability to
think deeply and independently, and
robbed of the spirit to revolt!

We have lost out interconnected-
ness with, and respect for the ecology
of life. We are unable to recognize
that the survival of life is obviously
threatened by the technological path.
We must adopt a strong position of
resisting the modern technological

state, opposing industrialization and
fighting large-scale resource extrac-
tion. The scale and character of
human working activity must be
determined by basic human needs and
by a deep respect for all living beings
and habitats, not by greed, consum-
erism and species superiority.

The modern State’s ability and
power to influence, brainwash and
control human beings has been great-
ly extended through advanced
technology. The dominant character
of the State permeates all areas of
human activity, even the very
psychology of people. Increasingly,
people in regions where the techno-
logical State has extended, feel not so
much dominated as dependant upon
the artificial world that the modern
State is creating.

Throughout the world, imperialism
and State power is protected by
nuclear arms; the monster of the
military-industrial complex. The vast
array of research and development
facilities, industries and armed forces
bases that make up the military-
industrial complex, are a self-
perpetuating and powerful force in
the industrial State that is capable of
influencing government policy in
favour of increased weapons spen-
ding. Nuclear weapons development
is not only a product of the military
complex’s continual momentum to
expand and build new weapons
systems, but is also the final solution
to the threat that Third World libera-
tion movements pose to American
and Soviet imperialism.

Nuclear threat

By and large, the peace movement
attributes the nuclear arms race to an
irrational mutual ideological conflict
between U.S. and the U.S.S.R.
However, since the first atomic bomb
was dropped on Hiroshima in 1945,
the threat of nuclear war has almost
exclusively been directed against the
Third World countries in the midst of
liberation struggles, such as Vietnam,
Cuba, Korea ... Any major nuclear
confrontation between the U.S.S.R.
and the U.S. will inevitably be the
result of an escalation stemming from
superpower interference in a country
where an oppressed people are strug-
gling to free themselves!

How long are we going to remain
spectators to the rape of the earth by
mining, lumbering and rampant in-
dustrial development? How long are
we going to tolerate men’s domina-
tion of and brutality towards women?
How long are we going to allow the
government to continue to participate
in the escalation of nuclear terrorism?
How long are we going to allow the
mindless institutions of this industrial
society to impoverish our minds,
bodies and spirits? Are we going to
continue in our unquestioning belief
in the capitalist/materialist gods of
industrial development, profit at all
cost, and high technology?

The fundamental orientations of
anarchism, feminism and environ-
mentalism are equally essential in the
quest for a liberated society. We must
truly integrate these trains of radical
critique and practice, in order that all
manifestations, including the philo-
sophical precepts of the imperialist
techno-patriarchy can be rooted out.

It is time that we awaken our spirit
of revolt and free our minds from
their shackles so that we will be
capable of the wonderful task of
building a strong, militant resistance
movement to free the people and pro-
tect the earth!

Oakalla Prison,
February, 1983
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