and misogyny more than they fear the
possible reprisals to themselves as a
result of their support. We are not
willing to stand back and let the state

The Open Road welcomes corres-
pondence and contributions

V6R 4GS

We won't break your
knee-caps, but we need

(editorial and financial). Write to: Red Hot:

The Open Road
Box 6135 StationG
Vancouver, B.C. Canada

Whodunnit?

To Open Road:
Thurs. Feb. 3, 1983

ONCE AGAIN, WE THE WIM-
min’s Fire Brigade, claim respon-
sibility for the firebombing of three
Red Hot Video outlets in the early
hours of Mon. Nov. 22,1982. We are
aware that the police are charging 3
men and 2 wimmin, arrested the other
week along the coast highway, with
the anti-pornography actions.

It is necessary for us to say publicly
that there is absolutely NO associa-
tion between any of those five indiv-
iduals they have behind bars now, and
the Wimmin’s Fire Brigade. We
would obviously not be the Wimmin’s
Fire Brigade if there were men invol-
ved. Everyone except the police seem
to understand such basic logic! It is
super-encouraging though, to see the
positive response to our actions, from
both men and wimmin.

Should we let the violence of rape,
battering, racism, nuclear insanity
etc. enslave us in apathy?? Wimmin
understand that enslavement because
that is how men attempt to keep us
down. We chose our action to bring
some desperately needed attention to
the real horrors of both hard and soft
pornography. It is only a start.

We are living in a totalitarian,
male-dominated police state that at-
tempts to crush all political dissent
and non-conformity. We accuse the
police of indiscriminately harrassing
and arresting five people and charging
them with every crime ever commit-
ted or imaginable, simply because
they, the police, are frustrated know-
ing that it is, in fact, us faceless
thousands that are acting in opposi-
tion to the state’s corruption.

We say, charge the police instead
with indiscriminate violence and ter-
rorism and illegal seizures. Charge
them with enforcing laws of a system
that has never responded to the rights
of wimmin.

In our hearts, we all know what is
right and just and we must stand up in
opposition to the crippling of our
common humanity. Act now for our
children’s future!

LOVE,
Wimmin’s Fire Brigade.

define the direction and tactics of
resistance to the atrocities perpetrat-
ed by Capital - and we are not willing
to accept that our little “guns” are
more dangerous than their big ones.

The issues clearly spoken to by the
actions and statements for which
these five are accused reaffirmed our
commitment to resistance, even if our
tactics are generally less militant. -

We do not glamorize the guerrilla
tactics of which the five are accused -
rather we understand that a response
to immediate threats to our well-being
and survival is the desire to act. For
years we have been organizing peace
coalitions, petitioning, leafletting,
lobbying and demonstrating - and
though our numbers have grown,
many of us are frustrated by the
apparent lack of effect on the powers-
that-be. From these experiences it is
no grand leap to understanding why
others choose tactics of a more direct
nature.

Our will to resist will only increase
as the accused “terrorists™ are pro-
cessed through the “justice” system,
as in an unjust society the just act is
often illegal.

We urge our friends in the resist-
ance movement to discuss the issues
seriously, and for active groups to
voice their concern for the fate of
these individuals. :

Indirect action
somewhere inside Canada

ON THE ROAD

AFTER MANY DELAYS, OPEN
Road #15 is finally here. In this issue
the focus is on direct action — not as
a group, but as a way of life. The
forms direct action can take vary, and
we don’t pretend to have covered all
of them. Our discussion is not meant
to be exhaustive, but suggestive. By
showing how direct action is applied
in certain spheres of life, it should
become clear how it can be applied in
all spheres.

We had already begun preparing
this issue when five local activists
were arrested on a variety of charges
related to direct action (see p. 9). This
issue is our way of showing them our
support and contributing to the strug-
gle. With all the media hysteria sur-
rounding the arrests, we feel it’s
especially important that the nature
and meaning of direct action be more

money badly. So if you love
us, remember actions
speak louder than words.

carefully explored.

WE HOPE TO KEEP OUR
readers informed of further
developments in the case, but to con-

Don’t justmoveontoanother
paper, send us a donation
to keep the Open Road in

circulation.

Here’s an hour’s pay. Send me the paper

Here’s more

| don’t have any money. Send me the paper for free

Address:

The Open Road, Box 6135, Station G, V
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Big Guns
and Little Ones

To Open Road:
regarding “terrorism’’:

WHILE THE STATE PICKS
on five politically active individuals in
an attempt to quash Direct Action,
the real terrorist/criminals go untried;
accumulating ever greater profits -
posing ever greater threats to surviv-
al

The quick and active local support
for the five Vancouver individuals
show that people fear this continuing
war-mongering, environmental rape

tinue publishing we need money. To
cut costs we will be deleting from our
mailing list anyone who has not con-
tacted us since 1979 or earlier, unless
you let us know you want to continue
receiving OR (if there is a black star
on your address label you are on the
delete list, so write soon).

Donations are always welcome,
and subscriptions to OR are 2 hours
wages per year for individuals, $25
per year for institutions and $50 per
year makes you an OR sustainer. For
prisoners and those in need OR is free
on request.

Back issues #2, 3, 6, 7, 11, 12 and
14 are available for $2 a copy and #8,
9, 10, 10% and 13 for $1 each.

Open Road is indexed by the Alter-
native Press Index, P.O. Box 7229,
Baltimore, Maryland 21218.




