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who dared to board buses and sub-
ways in groups, refusing to pay any-
thing, let alone the fare increase (See
Open Road #8).
* Flying squads of ““don’t pay” pas-
sengers would turn the bus or subway
car into a theatre of protest, sharing
the fare fight philosophy with pas-
- sengers and drivers. Of course, these
campaigns wither beside the heat
generated by fast-stepping Guate-
malans who burn buses in the streets
during their fare fights.
Then there’s the take-turns ap-
: Montreal transit users rode
for free last year when militant driv-
ers, stuck in dead-end negotiations,
decided not to collect fares.
For sheer power of imagination,
militant cyclists, or “‘bike-
sheviks” as they’re sometimes known
(see Open Road #11), peddle one
convincing transit line, based on self-
reliance. Bikesheviks from the radical
Le Monde a Bicyclette in Montreal
have done time in jail for trying to
board the city subway system with
their bikes in defiance of anti-cyclist
regulations.

"

(Further reading: Squatting - The
Real Story, by Nick Anning, et al;
The Politics of Urban Liberation,
by Stephen Schecter; Neighbour-
hood Power, The New Localism, by
Karl Hess and David Morris; Hous-
ing - An Anarchist Approach, by
Colin Ward; Tenants Take Over, by
Oolmlh\;l‘l;rd,hy'l'tll’e Ex]pg)pﬁation of
s, eter potkin.
Periodicals:
pomeﬁons: special issue on hous-
ing in Canada (427 Bloor St W.,
Toronto, Ont M5S 1X7;
Hebdo Co-op: special English lan-
al;_gle issue on co-ops in Quebec

th Ave, #3, Lachine, Que-
bec, H8T 218 - $1.50);

Le Monde a Bicyclette: 4224 Clark,

Montreal, Quebec, H2W 1X3 - $5
subscription.)

Workplace
Occupations

Sfrom p. 4

ity for direction. But that’s not good
enough in this new situation; we now
have an opportunity to stop and think
. out how to run our work-
places according to our needs.

“For instance, what's the best time
for people with kids to come to work?
Bul@:e the occupation, the boss
decided; for the last four days people
have been deciding individually,

mmms their hours around, some-
even bringing their kids along.

But if the p i is to

we are going to have to deal more

seriously with this problem - we need

collective action on childcare.

“In fact, we are going to have to

WARNING: There are numerous
unscrupulous people around - prob-
ably even in your own neighbour-
hoad - whose scandalous practice of
helping themselves to whatever they
need is obviously the sole cause of the
outrageous prices the rest of us must
pay to purchase our necessities.
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develop a whole range of new forms
for collective decision-making: gen-
eral meetings of workers on each shift,
floor, department, building; a flood of
bulletins and other information; cre-
ative ways of involving people in
directing their own lives.” (Quoted in

Cut Food Costs

Bag Those Bargains

(Have you seen the cost of T.V.s

These immoral freeloaders are
proliferating wildly, and their bi-
zarre methods of communicating
with each other are surfacing even
amid those of us who lead decent
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Reproduced tip-sheet of the infamous Self-Reduction Brigade.

: DIRECT ACTION AT THE CHECK-OUT
Jfrom p. 22

lives. We reproduce this anonymous-
Iy-manufactured “tip-sheet” here as
a public service to alert honest citi-
zens to the existence of these slimey
lechers and to offer proof of the
horrific deviousness of their acts.
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Open Road #12).

From individual actions to collec-
tive actions to total control of the
work place, direct action in all its
applications is a way of not only
rectifying immediate problems, but
of seizing and sustaining the means
and directions of production, and
of turning the emphasis of produc-
tion away from that of profit to that of
the individual’s pride of accomplish-
~ ment and social committment in the
products or services produced.

OTHER FORMS OF CON-
sumer direct action exist which just
happen to be legal. These include co-
operatives, bartering and boycotts
(remember Nestle). Through barter-
ing you can avoid paying taxes by
trading goods and services with other
people. In some places barter net-
works and clubs have been started,

“but there are membership fees and the
groups are usually run by free enter-
prise nuts. It’s better to make your -

own arrangements in the growing un-
derground economy, especially now

‘For The Law-Abiding. . .

that the government is trying to regu-
late the barter clubs, too.

Consumer co-operatives are a
more lasting and community-oriented
form of direct action, although many

people join them mainly for economic
reasons.

Co-ops eliminate the need for a
whole series of capitalist middlemen
by buying direct (often from other co-
ops). By buying in bulk, co-ops can
avoid the waste and added expense of
flashy packaging. Not only are co-ops

economically beneficial, most co-ops
are democratically run and many are
also organized non-hierarchically,
with rotation of the various jobs and
skill-sharing among members.
Co-ops can provide people with
direct experience of alternatives to
current styles of social and economic
organization, educating themselves in
collective decision-making processes
and giving themselves more power to

control the consumer aspect of their
lives.

OPEN ROAD Spring 1983 PAGE 23



